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SOSSA is proudly  
supported by: 

Evidence of more albatross being caught by fishermen.  
Photo’s: Jodi Osgood-Webber  

On the 28 April 
2018 pelagic trip 
from Kiama, we 
again encountered 
a Tasmanian Shy 
Albatross which had 
a large hook in the 
side of its mouth.  
Despite the banding 
teams efforts to 
capture it and re-
move the offending 
hook the bird could 
not be lured into 
range.  It is very distressing to see these magnificent birds suffer such 
horrible and often life threatening injuries.  We call on all fishers to fish 
responsibly and if possible, remove any hook or line humanely before 
releasing the birds.   
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PELAGIC  REPORTS 
 

***** Please note ***** 
Pelagic reports will no longer be printed 

with the newsletter. 
 

You will need check to the reports on the 
web site . 

Thank you to the people below for 
their very kind donations.  
 
Donations are integral to allowing 
the continuation of the valuable 
work on our precious wildlife. So 
thanks again to: 
 
 

Tess Brickhill, a very large  
donation !! 
 
Michael Kennedy, Humane  
Society International,  also a 
very large donation !!   
 
Thank you both so much !!! 
 

Alan & Elizabeth Rogers 
 

DONATIONS 

“NODDY” ON HORSEBACK? 

The Common Noddy Anous stolidus is rarely 
sighted in our region, being either observed 
at sea or washed ashore as beach washed 
derelicts.  At times they have been reported 
resting singly on rocks after heavy weather. 
 
The nearest breeding grounds of the Com-
mon Noddy are at Lord Howe Island in the 
South Pacific, approximately 350NM north-
east of Sydney NSW. 
 
This however was to be the most unusual en-
counter with a Noddy that I have ever heard 
of. 
 
Betty Spilsted from Seabird Rescue contact-
ed me to verify the identity of a Noddy Tern 
that had been photographed at the Croom 
Sporting Complex at Albion Park, approxi-
mately 10 kilometres from the sea.  
 
The rescuers were unsuccessful in their 
quest to capture it and it disappeared over-
night.  I asked if anyone had any images of 
the bird that someone could send me via 
email? 
 
As this species was quite unusual in the ar-
ea, I thought that we should record the occur-
rence.  Shortly after, the image (see right)
came through from Paul Lynch of the Illawar-
ra Birders Club.  I initially thought that some 
one was having me on, but have been as-
sured it is real. 
 
Lindsay Smith. 

Photo: David Brown, Kiama Vet. 
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Interesting Recovery -  
A Southern Giant Petrel 

Text: Lindsay Smith 

Betty, of Australian Seabird Rescue South Coast, asked me to have a look at a Giant Petrel 
that had come in to care. The bird had been rescued in (Belmore Basin) Wollongong Har-
bour! Betty was unable to determine whether it was a Southern or a Northern Giant Petrel.  
The bird was very young and the colour of the bill tip was somewhat obscure, being  
neither reddish nor greenish.  
 
The bird was unable to stand when taken into care and was taken to a local veterinarian to 
be x-rayed to determine whether it had any broken bones (pelvis, back, or legs) What the x-
rays revealed was totally unexpected. Not only did the poor bird have a badly fractured leg, t 
also revealed the presence of a large fishing hook of a size and type used by both commer-
cial and recreational fisheries alike. 
 
In recent years the Southern Giant Petrel 
appears to have declined greatly in num-
bers locally, today being far less abun-
dant than the Northern Giant Petrel. In 
past years the Southern Giant Petrel was 
far more numerous than the Northern Gi-
ant, at times by as much as five-to-one. 
The Southern Giant Petrel was regarded 
as a common winter visitor during the pe-
riod 1950s -2010.  

Since that time Giant Petrels of both 
species appear to have declined 
significantly in the Tasman Sea.  
More recently though, Northern  
Giant Petrels have been recorded 
far more regularly than the Southern 
Giant, to a point that almost mirrors 
the reverse of previous years where 
the Northern Giant Petrel today out 
numbers the Southern Giant Petrel 
by a similar margin of about five-to-
one.   
 
 
 
                                    continued on page 4 

X-Ray from Rebecca at Greencross 
Vets Fairy Meadow. Note: Ingested 
hook and fractured left femora a result 
of an encounter with fishermen. 

1956. Albatross and Giant Petrels at Malabar.  
Photo: Peter Roberts  
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Southern Giant Petrel - continued from page 3. 

 
The reasons for this decline in the South-
ern Giant Petrel are not known for certain. 
However the incidence of accidental by-
catch in the long-line fishing industry has 
been identified as a key threatening pro-
cess for both species of Giant Petrels 
along with albatrosses and many other 
species of petrels. Recreational fishing is 
also implicated to a lesser degree.  
 
Fishing though is not the sole contributing 
factor to the decline of Giant Petrels and 
Albatrosses. Other factors include intro-
duced mammalian pests, such as Pigs, 
Goats, Cats, Rats and House Mice, along 
with climate change, which is affecting their 
distribution and the distribution of their food 
resources. 

Above: A juvenile Southern Giant-Petrel. 

Above: An adult Northern Giant-
Petrel. 

Right: A juvenile Northern 
Giant-Petrel. 

Photos: Brook Whylie 
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An Ugly Duckling of the Shearwater World 
by Narelle Swanson  

It was a normal visit to Muttonbird Island 
Coffs Harbour NSW at night on the 11th 
September 2017 to band and recapture 
Wedge-tailed Shearwaters. The visit 
started at 1900hrs EST and lasted an 
hour and a half. One bird caught on this 
night though, was not normal. 
 
New arrivals for the season and others 
that had started burrows were keeping 
us busy. Only birds within easy reach of 
the path were being caught so as not to 
damage burrows which were just start-
ing to be built in the very dry soil. 
 
We were only half way up the path on 
the western end of the island when this 
most unusual bird was caught. Now I 
have handled thousands of Wedge-tails 
on this island, and I know when I have 
picked up a Short-tailed, or Sooty Shearwater just 
by the feel of the body. This bird could easily 
have been a male Wedge-tail at 430g, the next 
heaviest for the night were males at 400g and 
410g. The toenails were pink and the tail kind of 
wedged. The body of this bird seemed just a bit 
different, the bill was notably slimmer and longer.  
 
What really made this bird outstanding was the 
white feathers and very mottled appearance. The 
under wings were a grey. The breast mostly grey 
with a few white. Most of the white feathers were 
around the head and neck. The legs were partic-
ularly pale without any pigmentation, where as a 
wedge-tail might have some grey pigmentation 
on the sun exposed parts.  
 
Thanks to the data recorder for the night ranger 
Lyndy Rees and her mobile phone camera we 
were able to get a few images. Getting the focus 
and bird held to show the details was a bit diffi-
cult. However the bird was very quiet and co-
operative, released with a band to prove we had 
caught it. As usual we continued up the path and 
to the far end of the island.  The remainder of the 
night was uneventful, the unusual bird was not 
seen again when we returned at 2030hrs. 

An attempt to show bill difference. Note the white 
head and neck. 

Mottled breast area, white legs and toenails. Note one 

white secondary wing feather. Underwing dark grey.  
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Endangered petrels and trawl fishing clash in the Tasman Sea 

Today's shifting environmental conditions are 
creating an uncertain future for many top pred-
ators in marine ecosystems, but to protect the 
key habitat of a species, you first have to know 
where that habitat is and what threats might be 
affecting it. A new study from The Condor: Or-
nithological Applications looks at where New 
Zealand's endangered Westland Petrel forag-
es during its breeding season and shows that 
its range overlaps more with trawl fishing activ-
ity than conservationists realised. 
 
The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Ton-
garewa's Susan Waugh and her colleagues 
outfitted 73 petrels with GPS loggers over the 
course of four breeding seasons to track 
where they went during their foraging trips in 
the Tasman Sea. The results show that the 
birds' core feeding areas were consistent from 
year to year, located within 250 kilometres of 
their breeding colonies and focused on highly 
productive areas where the seafloor is steeply 
sloped. These sites often overlap with areas of 
significant trawl fishing activity, and further da-
ta is needed to see whether this co-occurrence 
translates into bird mortality. The species is 
the tenth most at-risk species from the impacts 
of New Zealand commercial fishing, but it ap-
pears that its actual ranking may be even high-
er as a result of the finding that the species is 
exposed to more fisheries activity than was 
previously understood. 

"Our work on Westland petrels started in 
2010, with a desire to understand how this 
species was faring demographically, as well 
as the key influences on it," says Waugh. 
"Our work highlights a key factor in the 
birds' ecology that has strong implications 
for conservation -- these birds predictably 
use the same waters year in and year out, 
regardless of El Niño cycles, and they are 
therefore a great candidate for a marine 
protected area to create protection of their 
trophic relationships. We feel this Westland 
Petrel foraging data will provide a high-
quality information source to help define key 
areas for marine conservation that will also 
provide protection for a whole suite of spe-
cies." 
 
"A remarkable and important aspect of this 
study is that they performed this investiga-
tion during a six-year period, encompassing 
a variety of environmental conditions. What-
ever the sex or the breeding stage consid-
ered, Westland Petrels consistently foraged 
in the same core areas from year to year," 
adds Christophe Barbraud of the French 
National Centre for Scientific Research, a 
seabird conservation expert who was not 
involved in the study. "Since these areas 
were also consistently and heavily used by 
trawl fisheries, these results call for the im-
plementation of marine spatial management 

tools, such as marine reserves or 
restrictions and monitoring of inter-
actions between individual Westland 
Petrels and trawl fisheries, to ensure 
the conservation of this endangered 
petrel species." 
 
Story Source: 

Materials provided by: American Or-
nithological Society Publications Of-
fice.   

A Westland Petrel off New Zealand. 
Photo: Brook Whylie 

http://americanornithologypubs.org/
http://americanornithologypubs.org/
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2018 Interesting sightings 

Right: Several Sooty Terns were 
sighted on the 27 January 2018 
trip. 

Left: A number of Kermadec Petrels were the 
highlights of the 24 March 2018 trip. 

Right: A very rare juvenile Grey-headed 
Albatross was a welcome sight on the 
26 May 2018 trip. 

Left: A Grey-backed Storm-petrel put in a 
brief appearance on the 23 June 2018 trip. 
There was also one recorded on the 28 
April 2018 trip. 

Photos: Brook Whylie 



 

New Members… 
 

 

Please help… 

SOSSA membership fees remain unchanged even though 

costs have increased greatly across the board.  We would 

really appreciate any donations from those whom may be 

able to afford it. 

Thanks again for your support!!  

WOLLONGONG/KIAMA  PELAGIC   

BOAT  TRIP  DIARY  DATES  2018 
****  Please Book Early As Trips Fill 

Up Very Quickly  ***** 
  
*Addition Dates will be added to the 

Website 

  
28th July (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
25th August (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
25th August (Saturday) SOSSA AGM 
6.30pm 
26th August (Sunday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
22nd September (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
1st October (Monday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
Inala Tours 
8th October (Monday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
Inala Tours  
27th October (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
28th October (Sunday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
3rd November (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm 
Inala Tours  
24th November (Saturday)  7.30am-4.00pm  
15th December (Saturday) 7.30am-4.00pm  
 
(December Trip will be the 2nd  Saturday 
not the usual 4th due to Christmas). 

  

Newsletter Contributions 

NEXT SOSSA  MEETING  

SOSSA 

c/o Janice Jenkin-Smith 

Lindsay Smith 
PO Box 142 

Unanderra NSW 2526 

Australia 
 

Phone: 02 4272 4626 

Email: sossa@tpg.com.au  
Editors: 

Brook Whylie 
sossa.newsletter@ 

internode.on.net 
Janice Jenkin-Smith 

Lindsay Smith 

sossa@tpg.com.au 
 

SOUTHERN OCEAN 

SEABIRD STUDY 

ASSOCIATION INC. 

The editor welcomes (is 
desperate for!) articles from 
members and friends on 
issues relating to pelagic 
seabirding, seabird re-
search and marine conser-
vation. Please advise the 
editor if you intend to submit 
an article and submit the 
piece at least two weeks 
before the start of a publica-
tion month. Thank you! 

 

To save SOSSA postage 
costs and receive ‘The Al-
batross’ as a colourful pdf or 
web file then please send 
your email address and 
current membership number 
to : sossa@tpg.com.au 
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We’re on the web! 
www.sossa-

international.org 

PELAGIC TRIP 

PRICES 2018     
     Current price is:  

Members: $130 

Visitors: $130   

Australian Dollars 
 

Price is subject to change. 
 

BOOKING NOTE:   
Please be sure to add 

your contact phone/

mobile number, plus 

the names of any addi-

tional passengers.  

Thank You. 

25th August  2018   AGM 
6.30 pm Saturday 

held at HQ 
Plus Sausage Sizzle 

10 Jenkins Street - Unanderra. 
NSW. 

We only supply the Coffee or 
Tea!!! 

All are invited to contrib-

ute to our newsletter 

‘Albatross’.  We do prefer 

electronic copies of any 

material.  Send it by email 

to  

sossa@tpg.com.au  

Alternatively mail it to us 

on a disk, which we will 

return. 

A sub-adult Campbell Albatross. The yellow eye is just starting to 
become visible. 

mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au
mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au
mailto:sossa@ozemail.com.au

