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SOSSA is proudly  
supported by: 

BIRDING IN THE ANTARCTIC AND SOUTH GEORGIA  

by Sue Taylor. Photos by Mick Roderick. 

In November 2015, I joined Auro-
ra’s Polar Pioneer on a BirdLife 
Australia cruise to the Antarctic 
Peninsula.  We left from the Falk-
lands, sailed to South Georgia, 
where we spent five days, then 
cruised to the Antarctic Peninsula, 
where we spent four days.  On the 
return journey, we crossed Drake’s 
Passage to the Horn, and cruised 
up the Beagle Channel to Puerto 
Williams.  The whole trip took 16 
days and we saw 45 species of 
birds altogether.  Our bird guide 
was Mick Roderick.  Seabird high-
lights were Atlantic 
and Antarctic Pet-
rels.  I fell in love 
with the ethereal 
Snow Petrels and 
adored the truly el-
egant Southern Ful-
mars, which were 
far prettier than any 
illustration I’d ever 
seen.  The mating 
ballet of Light-
mantled Sooty Al-
batross was, as al-

ways, quite breath-taking. 
 
The Atlantic Petrel appeared on 
our first day at sea, as we travelled 
from the Falklands to South Geor-
gia.  Unfortunately it did not ap-
pear again.  The Antarctic Petrel 
made it onto our birdlist on two 
days:  early in the morning as we 
approached Elephant Island just 
north of the Antarctic Peninsula 
and again a couple of days later 
when we were in the Bransfield 
Strait. 

Continued on page 4. 

Snow Petrel in the ice. 
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PELAGIC  REPORTS 
 

***** Please note ***** 
Pelagic reports will no longer be printed 

with the newsletter. 
 

You will need check to the reports on the 
web site . 

I love dogs as many 
people do, I have 
dogs myself.  Sadly 
this Pelican above 
was found at Fisher-
man’s Beach, Port 
Kembla.  The pelican 
in the photos has 
been mauled and 
killed by a dog.   
 
A horrible death for 
this young female 
pelican.   
 
By law a dog is not to 
pass your front gate 
without it being on a lead.   

Dogs Can Also Do Damage To Wildlife 
 

Text and Photos by Betty Spilsted 

DONATIONS 

Thank you to the people below 
for their very kind donations 
over $100.  
 
Donations are integral to allow-
ing the continuation of the valu-
able work on our precious wild-
life. So thanks again to: 
 

 

2015-2016 
ROSLYN  HANSON 
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MIDWAY MAGIC – ALBATROSS GALORE 
 

Text and photos by Bob Tomkins 

My first sighting of albatross on Midway Atoll 
was at night, on the short drive from the air-
strip to the accommodation barracks: white 
blobs and shining red eyes in the light rain 
sitting on grass lawns in front of every build-
ing, all the way from the front wall to the edge 
of the road – hundreds of them. Next morning 
I was gobsmacked – not hundreds, but thou-
sands. These were the famed Laysan Alba-
tross – or, as some American literature refers 
to them – the Goonie Birds. I detest that 
name. I had read about them, their mistreat-
ment by fowlers in years gone by, and the 
Pandora’s Box that is albatross at 
sea, first exposed by Rice and 
Kenyon in the late 1950s 
(revealing that Laysan Albatross 
can fly thousands of kilometres in 
only a few days) and later by Har-
vey and Mildred Fisher in the 
1960s and early 1970s, when I 
started my work on Wandering Al-
batross on Macquarie Island way 
back in 1975. While working on a 
petrel in Galapagos in 1978-80 I 
got to know a few key people in 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in Hawaii pretty 
well, and asked them about visit-
ing the albatross on Midway or 

Laysan Islands. A firm, resounding “No Way” 
stopped me dead in my tracks, and I put 
northern hemisphere albatross out of my 
mind, for the next thirty years. Hawaiian 
USFWS bods at the international albatross 
and petrel conference in Auckland in 2012 
rekindled my interest.  I applied, and in No-
vember 2014, whilst on a 4 ½ month trip 
across the Top End of Australia I received an 
invitation to volunteer on an albatross count 
on Midway, in six weeks time! But the ensu-
ing chaos to get home and organise things 
was worth it. 

The first comprehensive count of every indi-
vidual albatross nest containing an egg on 
Midway (more accurately Sand, Eastern 
and the Spit Islands) was in 1991, and has 
been done almost annually since then. It is 
done by volunteers, and they have to pay a 
lot for the charter of the plane from Hawaii, 
and a small amount for accommodation and 
food.  

Continued on page 6 

Young Laysan albatross preparing for courtship 
dance  

Incubating Laysan albatross in front of  
accommodation buildings  
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Birding in the Antarctic and South Georgia, continued from 
page 1. 
 

I saw my first Snow Petrel from the porthole 
of my cabin when we were moored in Fortuna 
Bay on South Georgia.  These birds are ex-
ceptionally beautiful – quite reminiscent of 
White Terns.  We saw them on several occa-
sions around South Georgia. 
 
Southern Fulmars first appeared in the Scotia 
Sea south of South Georgia, and then were 
present every day until we crossed Drake’s 
Passage on our way to Cape Horn.  They are 
indeed lovely birds – delicate soft blue-grey 
upperparts with black and white markings on 
the outer upper wings. 
 
Cape Petrels were with us every day, up to 
several hundred birds, predominantly the 
nominate race, but often joined by australe. 
 
Prions were abundant for several days.  
Those identified were Antarctic Prions, alt-
hough some people thought they may have 
seen both Fairy and Slender-billed.  Blue Pet-

rels were also prevalent, outnumbering prions 
on some occasions. 
 
Most storm-petrels were Wilson’s (probably 
both exasperatus and chilensis).  We saw 
them every day.  We saw Black-bellied on 
eight days (with a maximum daily count of 40) 
and just a few Grey-backed on three occa-
sions. 
 
Diving-Petrels were sighted on just one day, 
quite impossible to identify in the field.  Pho-
tos confirmed both Common and South Geor-
gian species.  We did not see any Magellanic. 
Both Northern and Southern Giant Petrels 
were seen on most days, most often in small 
numbers, one exception being 100 of the 
Southern species seen when we visited Liv-
ingston Island.  Many  remained unidentified 
because we were unable to see the colour of 
the bill tip, but a couple of white nellies were 
unambiguously Southern.  We saw both spe-
cies nesting. 

Continued on page 5. 

Southern Fulmar at home. 
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Birding in the Antarctic and South Georgia, continued from 
page 4. 

 
White-chinned Petrels were seen every day 
for the first ten days, then not while we were in 
the Antarctic, but again on the last two days 
as we approached South America.  900,000 
pairs of White-chinned Petrels breed on South 
Georgia.  In fact of the 29 species that breed 
on South Georgia, we saw 27, missing out on-
ly on Speckled Teal (fewer than 20 pairs nest 
on South Georgia) and Fairy Prions (there are 
1,000 pairs of these prions, which could easily 
have been overlooked amongst the 22 million 
pairs of Antarctic Prions)!   
 
There was a sprinkling of Sooty Shearwaters.  
We saw quite a few Soft-plumaged Petrels as 
we left Stanley, but not again after that.  A 
quick glimpse of a possible Kerguelen Petrel 
was never confirmed, leaving the twitchers on 
board frustrated and bemused.  One Westland 
Petrel was sighted on our last day at sea, 
bringing the total number of procellaridae to 
twelve. 
 
We saw just five species of albatross, and not 
many of those:  Snowy Albatross; Southern 
Royal (up to a dozen birds, only on two days 
as we approached South Georgia); Black-
browed (by far the most numerous, up to 500 
seen every day except in the 
Antarctic); Grey-headed (in 
South Georgia and in 
Drake’s Passage, one day 
recording 400 birds); and 
Light-mantled Sooty (which 
we saw every day except in 
the Antarctic – the biggest 
daily count was 50). 
 
We saw skuas most days, 
usually Brown.  Some en-
joyed a hot splash in the 
thermal waters on Livingston 
Island.  We knew there were 
three phases of South Polar 
Skuas (light, intermediate 
and dark) as well as hybrids, 
and found them very difficult 
to identify.  Some chunky 
birds were clearly Brown Skuas, 
and the colourful ginger birds as we 

approached Cape Horn were positively identi-
fied as Chilean Skuas, but others remained 
impossible to pin down.  We did not see any of 
the beautiful ‘iced coffee’ light phase of South 
Polar Skua. 
 
Penguins are always personality plus birds.  
We saw hundreds of thousands of them:  
King, Macaroni, and the three brushtails:  
Gentoo, Adelie and Chinstrap.  Three Rock-
hoppers were sighted on the second day and 
a handful of Magellanic were swimming in the 
Beagle Channel as we arrived in Puerto Wil-
liams. 
 
Antarctic Terns were stunning in their breed-
ing plumage.  The possible sighting of an Arc-
tic Tern caused much animated debate.  Sev-
eral observers were quite convinced of the 
bird’s identity.  The trouble was, not everyone 
agreed what that identity was!  South Ameri-
can Terns put in an appearance around Cape 
Horn. 

The trip was a great adventure; the scenery 
was undeniably spectacular.  However, I came 
home disappointed with the number of sea-
birds – both the number of species (32 in total, 
including cormorants, gulls and terns) and the 
number of birds. 

Antarctic Petrel 
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Midway Magic, continued from page 3. 

 
The albatross, the beautiful albatross. We 
counted 412,776 Laysan, and 22,525 Black-
footed Albatross nests containing eggs. To do 
this count we divided our 18 volunteers into 
three teams of 6 bods. Each team would 
spread out in a straight 
line and walk through a 
designated sector of 
the colony. As we went 
we squirted a blob of 
bright red paint next to 
each nest containing 
an egg, and registered 
it on a species dedicat-
ed hand clicker coun-
ter. We traversed run-
ways, poked between 
every building, crawled 
under near impenetra-
ble scrub, battled along 
beaches, and climbed 
the highest hill at Mid-
way – just on 13 me-
tres high. If you weren’t 
getting disorientated in 
the lovely tall Casuari-
nas forests (home to 
the exquisite White 
Tern) then you were getting savaged by the 
snaggy Naupaka bushes. And all the time 
you were trying to avoid falling into small 

Bonin petrel burrows. The fatter ones among 
us – led by me – fell through the petrel bur-
rows into the Wedge-tailed Shearwater cata-
combs below. No-one actually got lost, or died, 
but it was Hell. 
 
Information on the internet shows the overall 

population trend of the two 
main albatross is one of in-
crease. Over the last dec-
ade, for unknown reasons, 
the pattern has been one of 
oscillating increase wherein 
one season of high numbers 
is followed by a season of 
low numbers of nests con-
taining eggs. I haven’t seen it 
discussed in print yet and 
several aspects of the popu-
lation dynamics will have to 
be addressed before the an-
swer comes out.  
 

Continued on page 7 

Bob recording Laysan Albatross in front of “C” for 
Charlie barracks  

Bonin Petrel in flight at night 
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Midway Magic, continued from page 6. 

 
For some the jewel in the crown 
is the Short-tailed Albatross, the 
spectacularly colourful “Golden 
Goonie”. A few individuals have 
visited Midway in recent years, 
and an egg was laid in 1993, so 
programmes to attract them to 
land and breed on Midway were 
set up, especially using life-like 
decoys and courtship vocalisa-
tions. Success, after 11 years – 
one chick was hatched in 2011, 
and a second hatched in Janu-
ary 2014, just a couple of days 
after I left Midway…. But there 

was no way I was ever going to 
see the parents, egg or chick – 
they were protected very intensely, 
and anyone who even thought of 
approaching was promised an im-
mediate trip home! 
 
Unfortunately tourists are no long-
er allowed to visit Midway. Most 
tickers or twitchers would not like 
to go there anyway as there are 
too few species for the amount of 
effort and money required to go 
there. Most species on Midway 
can be seen elsewhere, so better you 

go elsewhere. For those who like 
birds, especially seabirds, as did the 
delightful people I met on Midway, 
and are prepared to work for the 
privilege of seeing them on their 
breeding ground, Midway is magic. 
 
Bob Tomkins 

Non breeding Short-tailed Albatross 

Decoys as part of a project to attract Short-tailed Albatross  

Young Black-footed Albatrosses  
engaged in courtship dance.  
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Marine Pollution 
by Betty Spilsted  

Hi all,  
 

I thought the members might be interested in 
a very interesting, if scary meeting I attended 
in Wollongong. 
 

Landcare Illawarra hosted an event as a call 
to action and to inform people about the dev-
astating impact rubbish and marine debris has 
on our wildlife. 
 

The main speaker was an environmentalist 
Tim Silverwood of Take 3 for the Sea, whose 
clean beach initiative is to “take 3 pieces of 
rubbish with you when you leave our beach-
es, waterways, rivers or parklands”  They are 
sponsored by Taronga and are partners with 
Tangaroa Blue Plastic Free July Surfriders. 
 

Tim, a member of the Marine Institute of Ha-
waii and Vancouver spoke for an hour about 
the downfall of our environment when the 
“easy lifestyle” started in 1955. 
 

Research has shown that 8 million tons of 
plastic per annum goes into our oceans. He 
showed slides of the debris in the Philippines, 
USA, India, Bali and a devastating major spill 
of plastic beads in Hong Kong. Have you ever 
seen a beach of plastic sand? There was also 
a very sad picture, taken by a diver off Bali in 
December 2014, of a Manta-ray trying to live 
a normal life surrounded by bits of floating 
plastic. 
 

 

He spoke of things such as tiny plastic beads 
in hand creams and body cleansing lotions, 
chemicals in bakelite products, thin plastic 
film in some tea-bags that break down in hot 
water – Yep, your cup of tea could be poison-
ous!!  Washing machines are also offenders, 
as the fibres from our clothes etc, end up in 
the ocean – an example – A Polar Fleece 
jacket sheds 1500 fibres in a single wash. It’s 
frustrating as companies are very secretive 
about chemicals used in their products. 
 
Councils hands are tied as State Government 
Legislation does not allow them to ban plastic 
bags! Go figure that out! 
 
Research from CSIRO suggesting in the near 
future every seabird on the ocean will have 
plastic in their gut – it’s already over 30%. 
That’s the ones that aren’t killed outright from 
starvation as their bodies are blocked. 
 

Another interesting talk by Lachlan Fetter-
place and Matt Rees of Fishthinkers, both 
marine scientists, pointed out that this prob-
lem will work its way up the food chain to hu-
mans which has already impacted the Inuit 
people. They showed a video of a lab study 
to see what plankton would eat. Yes, they ate 
all the plastic beads, so there it goes into the 
food chain. Slides also of a beached turtle full 
of plastic and a beached dolphin at Bulli with 
plastic in its stomach. 

Continued page 9 

 
 

 

Lindsay and Glen with rubbish 

collected at Wollongong   

Harbour.  

 

Photo: Betty Spilsted 
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Westland Petrel found ashore after storm event from  
Australian Seabird Rescue - Betty Spilsted 

‘Marine Pollution’ continued from page 8 
 

10 people from Australia and New Zealand 
went to Cape York recently and catalogued 
debris picked up in 6.5km over 5 days.  Some 
of the items were 451 metres of fishing line, 
310 commercial remnants, 151 ghost nets, 
650 toothbrushes and they filled 14 bags with 
what could have, should have, been recycled.  
 

What monsters we have become through the 
years? Why are we letting this happen to us ?  
It’s ruining our lives and Natures Creations !! 
 

As a matter of interest, I personally wrote to 
the QLD Premier, NSW Premier and Federal 
Minister of the Environment, regarding Helium 
Balloons – one official (Federal Gov.) had the 
decency to reply – yep you guessed it – it’s a 
matter for State Governments. 
 
Please take the time to have a look at these 
websites and have a re-think of what’s around  
 

your home and please talk to everyone 
you meet about this problem. 
 
 

Betty 
 

www.take3.org.au 
www.rechusabloe.com@rechusable 
https://fishthinkers.wordpress.com 
www.surfrider.org.au 

A Westland Petrel Procellaria westlandica 
was found ashore in an exhausted state on 
Windang Beach NSW Lat: 34 -32 -58S Long: 
150-52-18E on January 8th 2016. 
 
The bird was in very poor condition and 
weighed only 670 grams when taken into care 
by Betty Spilsted from Australian Seabird 
Rescue South Coast division. The Handbook 
of Australian and New Zealand Birds list the 
weight of the Westland Petrel at 1.2 Kilo-
grams. 
 
This is the second Westland Petrel to be re-
covered from this stretch beach in the past 
few years. Unfortunately within a few days of 
being taken into care the bird began to lose 
condition. It was decided that this individual 
needed intensive care as soon as possible.  
The bird was transferred to the Taronga  
Wildlife Clinic. Unfortunately the poor bird  

died in transit to the hospital. 
 
A preliminary autopsy conducted by Ta-
ronga Zoo staff indicate that the bird had 
succumbed to an infection which had at-
tached to the bird’s heart causing it to fail.  
The specimen has been forwarded to the 
Australian Museum in Sydney.   

Westland Petrel.  
Image Janice Jenkin-Smith 

We would like to thank Patrick & Sam at 
DORAHY Meats on Farmborough Road, 
Unanderra for the supply of the suet we 

use on the pelagic trips !! 
 

It is very much appreciated !! 

BAIT   SUPPLIES - PELAGIC 
TRIPS 



 

New Members… 
 

Jon Norling 

Please help… 

SOSSA membership fees remain unchanged even though 

costs have increased greatly across the board.  We would 

really appreciate any donations from those whom may be 

able to afford it. 

Thanks again for your support!!  

WOLLONGONG/KIAMA  PELAGIC   

BOAT  TRIP  DIARY  DATES  2016 
****  Please Book Early As Trips Fill 

Up Very Quickly  ***** 
  
23rd July (Saturday) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm   
27th August (Sat.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
27th August (Sat.) SOSSA  AGM – 6.30pm 
28th August (Sunday) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
24th September (Sat.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
29th  September (Thursday)  KIAMA TBC 
7.30am-4.00pm Bird Tours SA  MV Kiama   
17th October (Monday)  KIAMA  TBC  
7.30am-4.00pm Inala Nature ToursMV Kato 
18th October (Tuesday)  KIAMA  TBC 
7.30am-4.00pm Eagle-Eye Tours       
22nd October (Sat.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
23rd October (Sun.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
26th November (Sat.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
27th November (Sun.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm 
17th December (Sat.) KIAMA 7.30am-4.00pm   
(December Trip will be the 

3rd
 Saturday not 

the usual 4
th

 due to Christmas) 

 
*Addition Dates will be added to the 

Website 

____________________________________________________ 

Newsletter Contributions 

NEXT SOSSA  MEETING  

SOSSA 

c/o Janice Jenkin-Smith 

Lindsay Smith 
PO Box 142 

Unanderra NSW 2526 

Australia 
 

Phone: 02 4272 4626 

Email: sossa@tpg.com.au  
Editors: 

Brook Whylie 
sossa.newsletter@ 

internode.on.net 
Janice Jenkin-Smith 

Lindsay Smith 

sossa@tpg.com.au 
 

SOUTHERN OCEAN 

SEABIRD STUDY 

ASSOCIATION INC. 

The editor welcomes (is 
desperate for!) articles from 
members and friends on 
issues relating to pelagic 
seabirding, seabird re-
search and marine conser-
vation. Please advise the 
editor if you intend to submit 
an article and submit the 
piece at least two weeks 
before the start of a publica-
tion month. Thank you! 

 

To save SOSSA postage 
costs and receive ‘The Al-
batross’ as a colourful pdf or 
web file then please send 
your email address and 
current membership number 
to : sossa@tpg.com.au 

Page 10 

We’re on the web! 
www.sossa-

international.org 

PELAGIC TRIP 

PRICES 2016     
     Current price is:  

Members: $130 

Visitors: $130   

Australian Dollars 
 

Price is subject to change. 
 

BOOKING NOTE:   
Please be sure to add 

your contact phone/

mobile number, 

plus the names of 

any additional  

passengers.  

Thank You. 

27th August  2016   AGM 
6.30 pm Saturday 

held at HQ 
Plus Sausage Sizzle 

10 Jenkins Street - Unanderra. 
NSW. 

We only supply the Coffee or 
Tea!!! 

All are invited to contrib-

ute to our newsletter 

‘Albatross’.  We do prefer 

electronic copies of any 

material.  Send it by email 

to  

sossa@tpg.com.au  

Alternatively mail it to us 

on a disk, which we will 

return. 

AGM GUEST SPEAKER - Kevin Mills 
 

The Five Islands Group – Illawarra’s Oceanic 
Island Sanctuary 
 
“You have to know the past to understand the future” - 
Carl Sagan, American astronomer, astrophysicist, au-
thor and science communicator. 

 

The importance of history in ecological studies 
is too often over-looked. The speaker has 
been involved in recent habitat regeneration 
planning and surveys on Big Island.  Leading 
up to this work, he undertook a comprehen-
sive vegetation survey of the island (he last 
did this in 1989) in addition to investigating the 
natural and human history of the island. 
 
The talk will cover these investigations and the 
recent work to re-establish seabird habitat on 
the island. 

mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au
mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au
mailto:sossa@ozemail.com.au

