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The Albatross 
Great Shearwaters - An Extraordinary Year 

Test and Photos by Brook Whylie 

Great Shearwaters are a large, dis-
tinctly marked Shearwater, with a 
wingspan of 110-118cm and a weight 
range of 715-950 grams. Compara-
tively, they are in the same weight 
range as a Sooty Shearwater, although 
they have a 10 percent greater wing-
span. They breed in the South Atlan-
tic, primarily at Tristan da Cunha (on 
Tristan, Nightingale, Gough and Inac-
cessible Islands) and there is a small 
population on the Falklands. Brooke 
(2004) estimated the population to be 
at least 15 million individuals. After 
breeding, they disperse north, to the 
Arctic Circle, traveling in a clockwise 
direction, up the coast 
of North America and 
back via Europe and 
Africa. They generally 
leave the breeding 
grounds by April and 
return in October-
November. 
 
Great Shearwaters are 
extremely uncommon 
visitors to Australian 
waters, with only four 
to six recorded sight-
ings prior to 2011. The 
first sighting was in 
1989 and the last was 
from a Wollongong 
SOSSA trip in April 
2006 (see The Albatross, issue 37).  

However, 2011 has seen extraordi-
nary numbers of Great Shearwater 
sightings in both Australian and New 
Zealand waters. The sightings started 
in February from Eaglehawk Neck, 
Tasmania, and continued in Victo-
rian, South Australian and New 
South Wales waters right through 
into May. Most sightings were of sin-
gle birds, including one that was 
banded from a SOSSA Wollongong 
trip, although there were a number of 
multiple sightings, as detailed in the 
Table on page 2. 

 
Great Shearwaters   - An  

Extraordinary Year continued on page 2. 

The Great Shearwater seen off  
Wollongong on the 23rd of April 2011. 
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Great Shearwater sightings - Australia/
New Zealand 2011 

•  20 February 2011: 1 Great Shearwater, BOCA 
Eaglehawk Neck pelagic, Tasmania 

• 5 March 2011: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off 
Eden, New South Wales 

• 31 March-2 April 2011: 10+ Great Shearwaters, 
SSE of Portland and in Bass Strait 

• 1 April 2011: 1 Great Shearwater, Kaikoura, New 
Zealand 

• 3 April 2011: 8 Great Shearwaters, at sea SW of 
Portland, Victoria 

• 3 April 2011: 50+ Great Shearwaters, Port MacDon-
nell, South Australia 

• 3 April 2011: 1 Great Shearwater, Kaikoura, New 
Zealand 

• 6 April: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off St Helens, 
Tasmania 

• 9 April: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off Sydney, 
New South Wales 

• 10 April: 5 Great Shearwaters, Pelagic off St Hel-
ens, Tasmania 

• 17 April: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off Port Fairy, 
Victoria 

• 21 April: 1 Great Shearwater, 11 miles off Swansea 
Heads, New South Wales 

• 23 April: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off Wollon-
gong, New South Wales 

• 1 May 2011: 1 Great Shearwater, Pelagic off Port-
land, Victoria 

Great Shearwaters   - An  
Extraordinary Year continued from page 1. 
 

Practically every pelagic trip organised in south-
eastern Australia from mid February to the end of 
April has sighted at least one Great Shearwater, so 
the numbers in Australian waters would probably 
be far greater, at least in the order of hundreds of 
birds. The question that must be asked though, is 
why are these birds turning up here in un-
precedented numbers? Is climate change 
having an effect on the breeding and move-
ment cycles of these and other seabirds? 
Are they fledgling birds, dispersing for the 
first time? Some of these birds may be 
young birds, however, a number of those 
observed definitely had worn plumage, in-
dicating older birds. The timing is also 
slightly out. Great Shearwaters leave their 
breeding grounds in April, but by April 
these birds were already in Australia.  

Great Shearwater with Wedge-tailed and Flesh-footed Shear-
waters behind the Sandra K in April 2011. 

Were these birds unsuccessful breeders, being 
forced to travel further a field due to a lack of 
food supplies around their breeding islands? 
Or perhaps these birds are interrupted breeders 
from Nightingale Island impacted by the 
wreck of a 75,000 tonne cargo carrier, the MS 
Oliva, on the 16th of March 2011, which 
spilled 1,500 tonnes of fuel oil, devastating the 
island (see story, page 3). 
 

We may never know the reason for these birds 
appearing in Australian waters in such un-
precedented numbers. It may be a number of 
factors combining to bring them here or, per-
haps it indicates the beginnings of a permanent 
change in the marine environment. Whatever 
the reason, 2011 will be remembered for its 
Great Shearwaters. 
 
References 
Shirihai, H. A Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife, A&C 
Black Publishers, London, 2007 
Brooke, M. Albatross and Petrels across the World, Ox-
ford University Press, New York, 2004. 

The fleeting view of the Eaglehawk Neck pelagic Great Shear-
water in February. 
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Disaster at Nightingale Island – March 2011 
By Brook Whylie 

Photos: Katrine Herian  

Nightingale Island is part of the Tristan da Cunha 
archipeligo, a group of volcanic islands in the 
South Atlantic Ocean. Tristan da Cunha is made 
up of the main island, Tristan da Cunha and 
smaller uninhabited islands, Inaccessible Island, 
Gough Island and Nightingale Island. It is part of 
the British overseas territories of South Atlantic 
islands and is the most remote inhabited island 
chain in the world, being a distance of over 2,800 
kilometres from the nearest land, South Africa. 
There are twenty two species of seabirds recorded 
breeding on Tristan da Cunha, including Great 
Shearwaters (Puffinus gravis), Atlantic Yellow-
nosed Albatross (Thalassarche chlororhynchus), 
Sooty Albatross (Phoebetria fusca), At-
lantic Petrel (Pterodroma incerta), Great-
winged Petrel (Pterodroma macroptera), 
Soft-plumaged Petrel (Pterodroma mol-
lis) and the endangered Northern Rock-
hopper Penguin (Eudyptes moseleyi). 
 
The Nightingale Islands comprise three 
islands, Nightingale is the largest at four 
square kilometres, Stoltenhoff Island 
(200 square metres) and Alex Island (500 
square metres). They are 38 kilometres 
south-west of Tristan Island and 22 kilo-
metres south-east of Inaccessible Island. 
Tourism is allowed at Nightingale Island, 
unlike Inaccessible and Gough Islands, 
where landing is forbidden. It is esti-
mated that there are over three million 
seabirds that breed on Nightingale Island, 
the primary species are Great Shearwater, 
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, Sooty 
Albatross, along with a variety of storm 
petrels. Northern Rockhopper Penguins, 
estimated at 10,000 pairs also breed on 
Nightingale.   

On the morning of the 16th March 2011, the MS 
Oliva, a 225 metre, 75,000 tonne bulk carrier 
transporting 65,000 tonnes of soya beans from 
Brazil to Singapore ran aground on the northwest 
corner of Nightingale Island. While there were 
initially hopes of refloating the vessel, the dis-
tance from South Africa meant that it would take 
a week for a salvage tug to arrive and on the 18th 
March, as the weather deteriorated, the MS Oliva 
began to break up, spilling along with her cargo 
of soya beans, 1,500 tonnes of fuel oil into the 
ocean and onto the foreshore of Nightingale Is-
land. 
 

Disaster on Nightingale continued on page 4 

Tristan da Cunha 
Group 

Right: Map of South Atlantic Islands. 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/
islands_oceans_poles/
southatlanticislands.jpg 



Page 4 Issue No. 47 

Disaster on Nightingale continued from page 3 
 
The population of Northern Rockhopper Penguins 
bore the brunt of the spill, however, as they were 
at the end of their breeding and moulting season, it 
is not known how many birds were actually af-
fected. There were nearly 4,000 oil affected North-
ern Rockhopper Penguins taken into care and 
transported to cleaning facilities, set up on Tristan 
Island, 40 kilometres northeast of Nightingale Is-
land. The cleaning pens were set up on Tristan as 
there was no fresh water, nor accommodation for 
the cleaning volunteers on Nightingale Island. In 
total, 28 international personnel, from a variety of 
environmental groups, and 80 Tristan Island vol-
unteers were involved in the heart breaking effort 
of cleaning oiled birds. In the days following the 
break up of the MS Oliva, oil and oil covered birds 
were also found on Inaccessible Island, 22 kilome-
tres to the northwest of Nightingale. The birds that 
were able to be captured from Inaccessible Island 
were transported to Tristan Island as well. 
 
Unfortunately, despite the best efforts of volun-
teers, the mortality rate for the penguins trans-
ported to Tristan Island was nearly 90 percent. 
There were few other species taken into care, al-
though a large number were observed as oil af-
fected, including seals, albatrosses, giant petrels 
and storm petrels. There were also land birds that 
had died on Nightingale Island as a result of oil 
ingestion. 
 
There was some effort made to clean up the oil, 
the foreshore washed with high pressure hoses 
in some places, the hope is that the winter 
storms that pound Tristan da Cunha will dis-
perse the oil so that it does not continue to be a 
threat. The actual impact of the oil spill on the of 
local wildlife will never be known, as many   

Northern Rockhopper Penguin being washed. Photo 
Katrine Herian 

Left: Oiled Northern Rockhopper Penguins in holding 
pens on Tristan Island. Photos: Katrine Herian 

animals would have died at sea, but, the return of 
breeding birds in August and September will be 
the key indicator of just how long term the ef-
fects the spill will be.  
 
References 
Shirihai, H. A Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife, A&C 
Black Publishers, London, 2007 
MS Oliva Disaster webpage. http://www.tristandc.com/
newsmsolivahome.php 
 
I would like to thank Katine Herian from the RSPB for per-
mission to use her photos from Tristan Island. Brook Whylie 
 
The UK based Royal Society for the Protection of Birds is 
collecting donations to assist in the clean up and monitoring 
the impact of the spill. The webpage to donate is: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/applications/donations/single/
index.aspx?dt=APLITH0222 
 

Juvenile Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross being cleaned. 
Photo: Katrine Herian 
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3 Day Deep Water Pelagic 
Trips 

Beyond the Continental Shelf 
SOSSA Pelagic Adventures! 

 

The MV. Banks is,  
unfortunately, not  available  

for  charter. Yes, we are  
disappointed too !! 

 

We will let you know if this 
changes. 

SOSSA is looking for 
another vessel to  
continue the good 

work of the MV Banks 
and her crew. 

Five Islands Nature Reserve  
Lindsay Smith 

Unfortunately, after conducting repairs to the Consett 
Davis Hut in January to ensure the banding of this 
seasons Wedge-tailed and Short-tailed Shearwater 
chicks fledging at the end of April, (see Five Islands 
report Oct 2010 on the website) NSW Parks & Wild-
life Service demolished the Consett Davis Hut, just 
days before our proposed visit over the ANZAC Day 
long weekend. 
 
This was done in order to install footings for the pro-
posed installation of two modified shipping contain-
ers. These are to be taken to Big Island No 1. by the 
Royal Australian Navy Air Wing, stationed at HMAS 
Albatross Nowra NSW, on behalf of SOSSA using a 
Sea King helicopter. 

Shipping containers in NPWS Compound.   
Photo: Janice Jenkin-Smith  

These two shipping containers are to be fitted out to 
replace the now defunct Consett Davis Hut. It is 
hoped that the establishment of a secure and perma-
nent base facility will stimulate further interest in the 
management and protection of the Five Islands Na-
ture Reserve. It also hoped that it will encourage pub-
lic interest in the importance of these islands to our 
local environment.  
 
Unfortunately, once again, delays led to a lack of the 
hut and amenities being available again this season.  
We were once again unable to conduct any banding 
on the island, for the second year running.  
 
Hopefully the new containers will be installed in time 
for the coming breeding season.  Little Penguins and 
Silver Gulls are likely to begin breeding in just a few 
weeks! 

Band Recoveries 
Lindsay Smith 

Band No: 083-15132 
Species: Grey-faced Petrel Pterodroma 
macroptera gouldi  
 
Was recovered on 08-04-2011, alive at nest. 
At: East Island, New Zealand. 
Latitude: 37 deg. 41min. 00.s 
Longitude: 178 deg 35min.00.e 
The bird was released alive with the band. The finder 
was the New Zealand Banding Scheme. 
 
This bird was originally banded by Peter Milburn and 
Bruce Cantel on 09-02-2003, at the continental shelf, 
east of Tomakin NSW. 
Latitude: 35 deg 50min 00s 
Longitude: 150 deg 15 min 00e 
 
The bird was aged first year or older.  Sex: unknown. 
The time between banding and recapture is 8 years 1 
month and 30days. The bird had moved a distance of 
2,522 km with a bearing of 103 degrees. 
 
This is the longest known movement for this species.  
ABBBS  
 
This is our fourth recovery of this species from New 
Zealand.  
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Micro-chip  Recovery 
Lindsay Smith 

Unusual Visitors to our Region  
Lindsay Smith 

The recent recovery of a Little Penguin fitted with a mi-
cro-chip 006E4B6FB, led me on an interesting investiga-
tion. What was its origin? How old was it? 
 
I contacted Lisa Hardy at the Australian Bird and Bat 
Banding Scheme (ABBBS). Lisa advised that micro-
chips were not logged with the ABBBS. All microchips 
are registered to individual research groups or research-
ers.   
 
In order to track this particular tag, I would have find 
who was using microchips to identify individual pen-
guins, possibly from a particular colony.  There was also 
possibility that it could have been microchipped on re-
lease from a rehabilitation clinic. 
 
I contacted Libby Hall and Vanessa Di Giglio at Taronga 
Wildlife Hospital. Libby and her team rehabilitate a 
number of Little Penguins and micro-chip the birds be-
fore release in the Manly area It is hoped that these birds 
will remain and breed in the local colony. Unfortunately, 
006E4B6FB E was not one of the rehabilitated birds. 
 
The Manly colony is the only colony in NSW that 
is on the mainland. It is situated in Sydney Har-
bour and this population is critically endangered. 
 
I contacted Lisa O’Neill who has been working 
with the birds at Manly for the past few years. 
Lisa was able to confirm that this was one of the 
birds from this critically endangered population. 
The bird, a female, had been tagged as a breeding 
adult in 2008. Her and her mate had successfully 
fledged two chicks in that season.  
 
 
 

Storms in the Coral Sea and along the Queensland 
coast have once again driven some birds further 
south than their normal range. Over summer there 
had been several reported sightings of the White-
tailed tropic bird from the south coast of NSW. 
 
One, found beach-cast 13th January 2011 had been 
taken to a local Vet for assistance. The bird was to-
tally exhausted and died in care. The specimen was 
retained and lodged with the Bird Department at the 
Australian Museum in Sydney. 

Though not located in the 2009 season, she was 
successful in raising another two chicks this past 
season, 2010. The sad news is that 006E4B6FB 
was found ashore at Gerroa on the South Coast of 
NSW. It was taken to Albion Park Vet Hospital in 
a critical condition by a local WIRES Wildlife 
carer Karen Wickham. 
 
The Little Penguin appeared to have been the vic-
tim of a dog attack.  It was x-rayed to check for 
broken bones and internal injuries.  Only when x-
rayed was the presence of the micro chip was re-
vealed.  Sadly the Little Penguin succumbed to the 
injuries. 
 
It had been a productive member of the Manly 
Colony and is a great loss to the colony.  At a 
weight of 919grams the bird was in good condition 
and may well have returned to breed this coming 
season had it not been a victim of a dog attack. 

Left: White-tailed Tropic Bird. Photo: Paul  
Wallbridge 

Right: White-tailed Tropic Bird. 
Photo: Rhonda Sikk 
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Anyone for all the North Pacific Albatrosses before breakfast? 
By Peter Marsh. Photos by Chikara Otani 

Thanks in no small part to the SOSSA trips that I have been able to enjoy, I have been fortunate to 
see a substantial number of the Albatross taxa of the world.  A large number of the Diomedia, Tha-
lassarch and Phoebetria taxa have been seen off the NSW and Tasmanian coasts, and in some 
cases also in Antarctic waters. The sole representative of the genus Phoebastria that I had seen was 
the gorgeous Waved Albatross which were preparing to mate and nest on Espaňola in the Galapa-
gos Islands when I was there a few years ago. The major hole in my albatross experience was thus 
the three members of the Phoebastria found in the North Pacific. 
 
It was with excitement then that I signed up for a Japan in Winter trip with Birdquest this February 
as a post tour extension gave me a possible chance to see the three Northern Albatrosses, the Lay-
san, the Black-footed and the rare Short-tailed, on a ferry based pelagic south from Tokyo Bay to 
Hachijojima in the Izu Islands. I say “possible chance” as the previous year the pelagic was can-
celled because of  a tsunami warning and the year before that it was curtailed severely by bad 
weather and Short-tailed Albatross was not seen. 

As it turned out the weather was rea-
sonably calm as we boarded the ferry 
at 10:00 pm on the evening of 20 Feb-
ruary at the Takeshiba Passenger Ter-
minal on Tokyo Bay very close to 
down town Tokyo. The ferry was 
enormous, the Salvia-Maru is 120m 
long and designed to carry 816 pas-
sengers. One may have a 1st Class 
cabin with beds, a 2nd class cabin with 
bunks, 2nd class seats or a small 
marked area on the floor to stretch out 
on. Obviously the price one pays de-
pends upon the level of comfort! 
 
We were booked into cabins for the 
overnight trip down to Hachijojima 
Island where we were scheduled to 
arrive at 9:25 am after stopping at Mi-
yakajima at 5:00 am on the way down. 
After a short 25 minutes on Hachijo-
jima we were scheduled to return to 
Tokyo via Miyakajima again, arriving 
in Tokyo at 8:30 pm. It was proposed 
that we would have seats rather than 
cabins on the return journey as this  
was largely daylight and the presump-
tion was we would be in deck scan-
ning the seas for birds. 
 
Northern Pacific Albatrosses continued page 8 
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Northern Pacific Albatrosses continued from page 7 
 
The trip down was very comfortable. I slept the whole way in a very comfortable bed (I even missed 
the coloured lights on the Rainbow Bridge as we came out of Tokyo city I was so tired after our early 
morning start). When I awoke at 6:00 am we were just departing Miyakajima it was obvious there 
was a strong wind outside. I made my way on deck to meet our party at the agreed 6:15 kick off  for 
our birding with the light just beginning to appear to find that the wind was of gale force at around 
40 Knots with a 3 m swell and a 1 m sea. Great weather for Albatross but a number of our party were 
indisposed. After only a few minutes there were cries of “storm petrel” with a number of the all 
brown Tristram’s Storm-petrel slipping over the waves. Then a much larger all dark bird shot past at 
a distance, a Black-footed Albatross! The first of the Northerns we had hoped so much for. Over the 
wind I learned that the ship had prematurely turned about and was already taking us back to Tokyo 
as the weather was too solid to allow us to dock at Hachijojima. Would this harm our chances of see-
ing all three of the Northern birds? 

Black-footed Albatross 

Spray was sluicing across the deck and the next order of business was to find a nook from which I had 
a good view but was out of the icy wind and spray. I tried the small verandah off my cabin for a while 
and the first Laysan Albatross was blasted by showing off its dark upperwings and mantle and dark 
underwing patches somewhat reminiscent of a mollymawk.  

Laysan Albatross  Northern Pacific Albatrosses continued page 9 
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Northern Pacific Albatrosses continued from page 8 
 
With the second of the Albatross accounted for the tension mounted. Could we get the trifecta. The 
cabin verandah was OK but the water dripping off the ceiling was disconcerting so I moved back 
onto the main deck with such others of the party that were braving the conditions. I managed to 
find a spot tucked in behind a bulkhead and settled down for the long haul in the hope of a Short-
tailed. 
 
The Short-tailed Albatross breeds only on Torishima Island in Japan, just a bit to the south of 
where we were, and in the Senkaku-retto group of islands in the East China Sea north of Taiwan. 
The species was thought extinct in the 1930s but a handful of mature birds returned to Torashima 
in 1951 and have bred successfully since then. The species is classified as Vulnerable and there is 
a total population of fewer than 2500 birds. After an hour or so Dave Farrow, our tour leader, 
screamed “Short-tailed” across the deck and pointed to a far distant speck. Gradually it drew closer 
and the speck turned into a clearly identified adult Short-tailed Albatross with a white back and 
black primaries. There were whoops of excitement! Now we could leave our vigil briefly to load 
up on the breakfast we had acquired from a convenience store at the passenger terminal the night 
before. 

Short-tailed Albatross 

After breakfast we had another 5 hours with the weather gradually abating as we drew into the 
shelter of Tokyo Bay. We saw another 5 or 6 Black-footed Albatross, more than 20 Laysans and 
3 more Short-tailed, 1 adult and 2 immatures. Additional birds seen on the pelagic included 
Providence Petrel, Black-tailed Gull, Kamchatka Gull, Vega Gull, Slaty-backed Gull, Black-
legged Kittiwake, Streaked Shearwater and Pomarine Skua. 
 
The ferry was very sparsely populated on our trip though I understand that it gets very busy in 
summer. The ferry timetable, fares etc can be accessed on www.tokaikisen.jp. If your Japanese 
is not too hot click on the English button at the top and it all becomes comprehensible. The Pas-
senger Terminal is only a short walk from Hamamatsucho railway station which is easily 
reached from anywhere in Tokyo. Surprisingly the ferry company refunds the full fare if the trip 
is curtailed  for any reason after departure so, despite having a cabin for the whole trip, seeing 
all of the desired Albatrosses of the trip and getting back to Tokyo at a much more reasonable 
hour, the full fare was refunded! 

http://www.tokaikisen.jp/�


Iain  Watt 
Iain Watt has been a member of 
SOSSA since 2009.  He is a ma-
rine ecologist and worked as a 
consultant on various projects 
for the United Nations and Euro-
pean Union, establishing marine 
parks, community based re-
source management, environ-
mental impact assessments, 
coastal and marine tourism 
plans and oil spill cleanup and 
habitat restoration.  He is also 
the founder and Honorary Presi-
dent of Reef Conservation Mau-
ritius, an NGO that concentrates 
on education, training and com-
munity resource development.  
Since moving to Australia in 
2008, Iain has been concentrat-
ing on developing training op-
portunities to encourage the 
mainstreaming of marine con-
servation through the tourism 
industry.   
 

AGM  Presentation/Talk 
Mainstreaming Marine Conservation 

through the Tourism Industry   
The marine tourism industry is 
entirely reliant on a healthy ma-
rine environment.  It is therefore 
incumbent upon this industry to 
recognise its responsibility and 
role in the conservation of the 
marine environment.  This re-
quires developing an industry 
driven approach to sustainable 
management and interactions 
between the industry and the 
environment.  This presentation 
will outline some of the ways 
that the marine tourism industry 
can have a positive input in devel-
oping outcomes that will have im-
portant implications for its 
own future sustainability.  

New Members 
 

Rob Morris 
Brian Fair 
John Weigel,   
Gavin Rae 
Catherine Young 
Michelle Smart 
Deb Finlaison. 

SOSSA 
c/o Janice Jenkin-Smith 
Lindsay Smith 
PO Box 142 
Unanderra NSW 2526 
Australia 
Phone: 02 4271 6004 
Email: sossa@tpg.com.au  
Editors: 
Brook Whylie 
sossa.newsletter@ 
internode.on.net 
Janice Jenkin-Smith 
Lindsay Smith 
sossa@tpg.com.au 

SOUTHERN OCEAN 
SEABIRD STUDY 
ASSOCIATION INC. 

To save SOSSA postage costs and receive ‘The 
Albatross’ as a colourful pdf or web file then please 
send your email address and current membership 
number to : sossa@tpg.com.au 
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Please help… 
SOSSA membership fees remain unchanged even 
though costs have increased greatly across the 
board.  We would really appreciate any donations 
from those whom may be able to afford it. 
Thanks again for your support!!  

WOLLONGONG  PELAGIC   
BOAT  TRIP  DIARY  DATES  

2011 
*Addition Dates will be added to the 
Website 
 
16th July (Saturday)      WOLLONGONG 
WIRES Group 
23rd July (Saturday)  WOLLONGONG 
26th August (Friday)  ½ day  WOLLONGONG 
27th August (Saturday) WOLLONGONG 
27th August (Saturday)   
SOSSA AGM – 6.30pm 
28th August (Sunday)    WOLLONGONG   
24th September (Saturday) WOLLONGONG 
22nd October (Saturday)    WOLLONGONG 
23rd October (Sunday)       WOLLONGONG 
26th November (Saturday)  WOLLONGONG 
17th December (Saturday)  WOLLONGONG 
 
(December Trip will be the 3rd Saturday not 
the usual 4th due to Christmas) 
 

____________________________________________________ 

NEW     2011     PRICES 
 
Members   $ 80.00  
Visitors      $ 100.00    Australia Dollars 
 

Note:  Some trips are strictly for  
research and will have limited 
numbers! 
********************************* 

27th  AUGUST (Saturday) 
SOSSA 2011 

held at HQ. – 6.30 pm 
10 Jenkins Street - Unanderra. 

NSW. 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

We only supply the Coffee or Tea!!! 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Newsletter  
Contributions 

All are invited to contribute 
to our newsletter 
‘Albatross’.  We do prefer 
electronic copies of any 
material.  Send it by email 
to  

sossa@tpg.com.au  
Alternatively mail it to us 
on a disk, which we will 
return. 

NEXT  SOSSA   
MEETING - AGM  

A Grey-backed Storm Petrel from the May 2011  
Wollongong trip. Photo: Raja Stephenson 

mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au�
mailto:jenkin-smith@tpg.com.au�
mailto:sossa@ozemail.com.au�


SOSSA - Pelagic Trip data - 2010/2011
Fax: 02 4272 PO Box 142 Unanderra NSW 2526
email: SOSSA@tpg.com.au

Eden

Speno Species Feb11 Apr11 May11 Jan11 19Mar
11

20Mar
11 Apr11  Mar11  Apr11 Dec10  Feb11 Mar11 Apr11 May11

5 Little Penguin, Eudyptula minor 1
937 Northern Giant Petrel, Macronectes halli 4 1
75 Great-winged Petrel, Pterodroma macroptera 1 4 3 2 30 12 28 c20 1+
77 White-headed Petrel, Pterodroma lessonii 2
971 Providence Petrel, Pterodroma solandri 13 2 1 2 32 2
920 Tahiti Petrel, Pseudobulweria rostrata 10 26
922 Kermadec Petrel, Pterodroma neglecta 1
774 White-necked Petrel, Pterodroma cervicalis 1 1
918 Cook's Petrel, Pterodroma cooki 1
78 Gould's Petrel, Pterodroma leucoptera 1 1 1
83 Fairy Prion, Pachyptila turtur 8 10+
917 Black Petrel, Procellaria parkinsoni 1 1
853 Streaked Shearwater, Calonectris leucomelas 1 1
69 Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus pacificus 153 19 400 300 350 300 150 700 80+ present present present
975 Buller's Shearwater, Puffinus bulleri 1
72 Flesh-footed Shearwater, Puffinus carneipes 3 20 80 60 35 120 35 5 present present present
771 Great Shearwater, Puffinus gravis 1 1
70 Sooty Shearwater, Puffinus griseus 6 4 2 3
71 Short-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus tenuirostris 2 3 40 30 30 3 1 225+ present present 1
68 Fluttering Shearwater, Puffinus gavia 1 16 4 3 3 3 1 3 16 5+ 10+
913 Hutton's Shearwater, Puffinus huttoni 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 5

Fluttering/Hutton's Shearwater 3 2 2 5 1
86 Wandering Albatross, Diomedea exulans 1 2 1 1
847 Gibson's Albatross, Diomedea gibsoni 1
88 Black-browed Albatross, Thalassarche melanophrys 8 1 1 2 2 2 present 5+ present
859 Campbell Albatross, Thalassarche impavida present 3 present 5+ present
931 Buller's Albatross, Thalassarche bulleri 3 1 1 8+
91 Shy Albatross, Thalassarche cauta 75 1 2 2 2 2 3 1 8+
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Eden

Speno Species Feb11 Apr11 May11 Jan11 19Mar
11

20Mar
11 Apr11  Mar11  Apr11 Dec10  Feb11 Mar11 Apr11 May11

864 Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Thalassarche carteri 10 2 1 1 6 9+
63 Wilson's Storm Petrel, Oceanites oceanicus 61 1 25 125 8 1 3 2
64 Grey-backed Storm Petrel, Nereis garrodia 1
65 White-faced Storm Petrel, Pelagodroma marina 3
102 Brown Booby, Sula leucogaster 1
108 White-tailed Tropicbird, Phaethon lepturus 1 1
104 Australasian Gannet, Morus serrator 1 1 55 50 8 34 2 c12 present 4+ 2+
100 Little Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 2 1
98 Black-faced Cormorant, Phalacrocorax fuscesens 45
99 Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax varius 1
106 Australian Pelican, Pelicanus conspicillatus 10 2 3
980 Brown Skua, Catharacta lonnbergi 2 1 6
979 South Polar Skua, Catharacta maccormicki 1
945 Pomarine Jaeger, Stercorarius pomarinus 9 2 10 30 20 2 11 5 c20 present
128 Arctic Jaeger, Stercorarius parasiticus 1 1 1 2 2 1 7 1 1 2
933 Long-tailed Jaeger, Stercorarius longicauda 7 7
981 Kelp Gull, Larus dominicanus 2 2 2 1 2
125 Silver Gull, Larus novaehollandiae 50 30 6 6 8 240 70 4 present present present present
111 Caspian Tern, Sterna caspia 1
115 Crested Tern, Sterna bergii 275 5 18 8 3 4 7 14 9 9 present present present 5+
953 Common Tern, Sterna hirundo 60
117 Little Tern, Sterna albifrons 40
120 Sooty Tern, Sterna fuscata 3 2 1
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