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Antarctica
Story and Photographs by Graham Morgan

The shortest passage to Antarctic takes
about two days and leaves from the
southern Argentinean island of Tierra
• Antarctica
del Fuego, down the Beagle Channel
• Releasing a Westland and across the infamous Drake Passage.
Petrel
This part of the Southern Ocean is one
thousand kilometres of the coldest and
• Coral Sea birding
wildest water on the planet. On our forward leg, the Drake lived up to its formidable reputation with sixty knot
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ditions. The harder it blows the better
they like it.
Our first stop was Deception Island, a
flooded caldera of a still active volcano. Here we found the derelict remains of a whaling station deserted in
the 1930s. Our ship was piloted
through the narrow Neptune's Bellows and into the caldera occupying
the centre of the island. We headed
for shore aboard the zodiacs in howling winds and horizontal snow, ready
to experience the real Antarctica.
Oblivious to the squally conditions, a
welcoming committee of Chinstrap
Penguins were on hand to greet us. It
was an exhilarating experience. Upon
our return to the comfort of the ship
the group was ecstatic and much
bonding quickly followed in the bar.
It was an amazing
black and white
landscape, illuminated by wild light
scattered by wind
driven snow. Hard
to believe such an
alien vista could
exist on earth.

Sunrise at the Antarctic convergence it's 3.00a.m. What a
treat. Light Mantled Sooty Albatross and Giant Petrels.

The wildlife of
Antarctica and the
Southern Ocean is
profuse in number
but limited in kind.
Continued page 5.
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More Turtles
In recent months the number of reported turtle
sightings has been significantly higher than in past
years.
Recent rescues have included the Green Turtle
(Chelonia mydas), Hawksbill Turtle
(Eretmochelys imbricata) and the Flatback Turtle
(Natator depressus).
In all but one case the animals were suffering dehydration. The symptoms included sunken eyes
and non-functioning tear glands.
If a turtle is found and it looks like it is in distress,
initial first aid should include covering the animal
with a damp towel. If the animal is to be transported, ensure that a soft material, such as towels
or foam rubber, be placed under the animal to ensure no injuries are sustained during transport.
The most important action, however, is to seek
veterinary advice and/or contact local authorities,
such as the NPWS. They can give re-hydrating
fluid sub-cutaneously before the animal is transferred to suitable hospital tank. If possible, they
should also be x-rayed in case of ingestion of fish
hooks, fishing line or plastics.
Turtles require very specialised aquarium set-ups
and constant monitoring during rehabilitation. A
number of larger marine fauna parks have suitable
facilities for housing turtles, giving them the best
chance of recovering and, being released.

Beyond the Continental Shelf
SOSSA Pelagic Adventures

** 2 More Trips **
Heading out between 80 to 100 nautical miles
n-east or s-east from Ulladulla on the MV Banks
Depending on Numbers ! If Cancelled
due to shortfall, all money would be refunded.
*********************************************************************

29th JUNE 07.

Boarding from 1800Hrs Friday 29th June
Departs Ulladulla Harbour 2130Hrs
2 full days of daylight viewing — Guides included.

Returning approx 2030Hrs Sunday 1st July
All meals + Morning + Afternoon Tea
+ Supper + Adventure, Seabirds ? Whales ?
on the 100ft vessel MV Banks.

Cost: AUD$ 550.00. p/p

***** maximum 18 passengers

Payment to be made to SOSSA
before the 1st June 2007
(payment required to confirm the booking)
********************************************************************************

20th OCTOBER 07

Boarding from 1800Hrs - Saturday 20th October

Departs Ulladulla Harbour 2130Hrs
2 full days of daylight viewing — Guides included.
Returning Approx 2130Hrs Monday 22nd October
All meals + Morning + Afternoon Tea
+ Supper + Adventure, Seabirds ? Whales ?
on the 100ft vessel MV Banks.

Cost: AUD $550. p/p

***** maximum 18 passengers

Payment to be made to SOSSA
before the 22nd September 2007
(payment required to confirm the booking)
**************************************
The report for the March 07 trip will be on the
SOSSA Web site: sossa-international.org
plus in the next newsletter.

To Book Either Trip, contact:
sossa@tpg.com.au

Flat backed turtle. Photo L. E. Smith

M.V Banks in Ulladulla harbour. Details at www.mvbanks.com
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Westland Petrel

Taronga Zoo to the rescue

A very rare (for Australia) Westland Petrel
(Procellaria westlandica) was handed to the staff
at Taronga Zoo on the 23rd of December 2006. A
nice Christmas present for some.
SOSSA was not aware of the birds existence
until approached by Amy Twentymen, from
Taronga Zoo, to assist in the bird’s release at
sea.

Westland Petrel.
Photograph L. E. Smith.

The bird was in fresh plumage, a fledgling
from the recent breeding season.
The bird was taken to sea on the January 8th
2007 SOSSA trip, in the care of Annie
Downing from Taronga Zoo. It was released
in the company of a mixed flock of shearwaters and petrels, including 5 Black Petrels
(Procellaria parkinsoni).

Lindsay Smith and Amy Twentyman measuring the
Westland Petrel.
Photograph Janice Jenkin-Smith.

Left, Black Petrel and right, Westland Petrel
Photograph L. E. Smith.

Annie Downing releasing the Westland Petrel at sea, east
of Wollongong. Photograph L. E. Smith.
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The Northern Royals of Taiaroa – Updated
An update of Issue No. 37 of ‘The Albatross’
Story and Photograph by Brook Whylie

In June 2006, the staff at the Royal Albatross Centre,
Taiaroa Head, just north of Dunedin, New Zealand, estimated that ten Northern Royal Albatrosses would fledge from the original eighteen
that laid in November 2005. With their assistance, ten Northern Royal Albatross did fledge
in September 2006. This was despite three parents failing to return after laying. The loss of
this many parents in a breeding season was unprecedented in the history of the Centre. Unfortunately, one chick died, most likely from dehydration, before assistance could be rendered.
However, the staff at the centre supplementary
fed the other two, assisting the remaining parent
and thereby optimising their chance of survival.
Thanks to their efforts, these chicks did fledge,
joining another eight who left the colony in
September 2006 for the first time.
For the staff, the 2006/07 breeding season commenced with some trepidation. In 2005/06, 25 breeding pairs were expected to return, but unfortunately
only 20 did, with 18 successfully laying. This was a
significant fall in numbers from previous years, indicating a grave reduction in the Taiaroa Head population. However, it was with great relief when 86 birds
returned this season. There has been 31 eggs laid,
only one behind the record, which was set in 2002/03.
Of these 31 only two were infertile, far less than the
six that were infertile from the 18 laid in 2005/06.
The colony’s oldest bird, a 46 year old female, is
amongst the breeders. Her 18 year old partner, which
is her fourth mate, is a first time breeder. This just
gives an indication of the time that these magnificent
birds can require before they begin reproducing.
The record of chicks hatching at Taiaroa Head in a
single season is 28. The 2006/07 season had 24 hatch,
which ranks as the second highest on record. Hatching is, of course, just the first battle, as the chicks now
rely on their parents until they fledge. Those that do
fledge have at least five years at sea before they return to the colony to breed. The future of the Taiaroa
Head population though, depends on the success of
these young Northern Royal Albatrosses.

A Northern Royal Albatross, east of New Zealand.

References
http://www.albatross.org.nz/news.html
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/1/story.cfm?
c_id=1&objectid=10423105

FIVE ISLANDS REPORT
Lindsay E Smith

Unfortunately due to injuries sustained on
our last visit, we have not been back to the
Five Islands and so are unable to report.
However, we have had limited discussion
with NSW Parks and Wildlife Service regarding the project to conduct further revegetation works on the island. It is hoped
that they will also provide transport to the
islands for the Shearwater Banding Team.
We are hoping to band a further 200 or more
Wedge-tailed shearwater chicks this March
and April (Boatman required).
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Antarctica—continued from page 1.

Food and shelter can be at a premium and nature has
produced relatively few, but supremely adapted, species. The food chain depends on plankton that sustains the crustacean krill, which in turn, sustains just
about everything else. The wildlife consists predominately of whales, seals, penguins and flying
seabirds such as albatrosses, skuas, petrels, gulls,
cormorants and prions.
After leaving Deception Harbour, we were blessed
with a week of calm, often sunny weather that showcased the wild beauty of the peninsula. We cruised A Gentoo nest with a view
from Island to Island through narrow passages
flanked by high cliffs and majestic bays studded Antarctica is all about ice. Ice dominates the
with icebergs and bergy bits. We saw large numbers landscape. Mighty glaciers calve into the ocean
of Gentoo, Chinstrap and Adelie Penguins. In this producing sea ice in a myriad of shapes and
area the Gentoo is most common, with hundreds of shades from crystal clear, through white, to
colonies harbouring thousands of individuals. We deep blue. Sculpted by the elements, the floathad a wonderful glimpse of penguin society, which ing ice becomes ornately pitted, developing
at this time of the year was largely centred around fluted convolutions, weathered spires and alnest maintenance. The nests are built from piles of most any shape you can imagine. The Antarctic
small stones which can be in short supply, and as a Peninsula is typified by majestic snow covered
result there is quite a lot of pilfering with penguins peaks threaded by deeply crevassed glaciers
constantly stealing stones from each other. This re- grinding steadily forward to calve into the sea.
sults in Chaplin like chases as the thief is pursued. It is full of contrasts with towering volcanic
Mothers sitting on eggs, chicks at various stages of cliffs plunging into boiling seas and alpine
peaks ringing the tranquil beauty of secluded bays and harbours. Antarctica remains a wilderness where large numbers
of animals, found nowhere else, roam relatively unencumbered. Whilst exploited in
the past, there is little evidence left of that
today, save for some scattered whale bones
and a few derelict huts and boats.

Peterman Island. Shoo Skua Shoo
development and “maverick” adolescents tottering
through the colony making a nuisance of themselves, - the antics of these creatures had me enthralled. Constantly in the background however,
were the Skuas, Kelp Gulls and Giant Petrels just
waiting for an opportunity to steal an egg or grab an
isolated chick.

We saw Elephant, Weddell, Crab-Eater
and Leopard Seals. Of these, the Elephant
Seals were by far the most numerous.
They are not pretty creatures and frequently emit large quantities of gas from
both ends of their gastro intestinal tract.
We watched the bulbous nosed beach masters
intimidate their adversaries and protect their
harems, the irritable, subordinate males moulting and wide eyed pups playing in the dark
sands. Their awkwardness on land is compensated by their mastery in the sea - they are
Continued Page 6
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North Gerlache Straight

succinct document supported by 44 countries.
It is a document of peace and conservation
capable of diving to depths of 2000 metres.
giving us hope for the future. Hope that humans can manage their natural heritage and
We had a close encounter with a leopard seal that took
cast all differences aside.
an interest in the outboard motor of one of the zodiacs.
One could easily be deceived by the seal’s saucer like
eyes and playful advances as it cavorted around us.
However, these solitary creatures have a fearsome
reputation and a row of sabre like teeth. The previous
day I had watched one patrolling just off shore waiting
to ambush a penguin or seal pup.
Antarctic— Continued from page 5

There is always something happening, and with more
than 20 hours of daylight, sleep is not on the short list.
Antarctica is a magical place where the weather can
change in an instant and no one really knows what will
happen next. It is a constantly unfolding spectacle that
never fails to amaze and surprise.
We spent over a week cruising the Antarctic Peninsula
through narrow straits lined by spectacular sheer cliffs,
expansive harbours and secluded bays. The scenery
was stunning, the wildlife enthralling and for all but
the first few days of the trip we were blessed with fine
weather. Even our return passage across the Drake was
in calm conditions. The fearsome Drake Passage even
became the Drake Lake!
Technically, no one owns Antarctica, so there are no
fences. It is a rare but inspiring example of a world
wildlife park without a boundary apart from the Southern Ocean. The foundation for this was laid down in
the 1950s by the visionary Antarctic Treaty; a

Gentoo Chicks.
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Birding in the Coral Sea, December 2006
Story and photographs by Chris Brandis

Simon Mustoe spent 18 months organising this
10 day voyage into the Coral Sea from Mackay
to Willis Island and back, visiting a few of the
remote coral islands and quays and traversing a
lot of sea. The weather was not all that kind, with
stronger than forecast winds which caused a
change in the planned route so that we could at
least get to Willis Island before the predicted
stronger change. The vessel was the MV Tura, a
converted crayfish boat with reasonable accommodation and plenty of food for the 14 passengers and 4 crew. The bridge area was great for
observing both seabirds and marine life, although
the rough seas probably caused us to miss a few
cetaceans. As it was, Short-finned Pilot Whales,
Spinner and Bottle-nosed Dolphins and a
Bryde’s Whale were seen, as well as a number of
turtles, sea snakes and two Pigmy Devil Rays
cavorting around the boat.

the Island. We landed amongst many turtle tracks
and made an interesting find of Fairy Terns, both
adults and juveniles, indicating breeding. This
appears to be the sub-species from New Caledonia
and has been recorded in the area in the past from
only 2 beach-washed specimens. Mike Carter will
be doing some more detailed investigation and
reporting on this finding later, after examining all
available photographs taken of the birds. Almost
every available habitat on the island, from the
small trees to bare sand, was in use by breeding
birds, and along the shore a few waders were present, including Pacific Golden Plovers and a couple of Wandering Tattlers. That evening some of
the party went to shore to watch Green Turtles
laying their eggs.
The next landing was at Magdalaina Quay, which
had no vegetation at all and few birds, however
we did pass an interesting island with lush
tropical vegetation. Unfortunately, there
were no suitable anchoring or landing sites.
The next stop was Willis Island, about 200
NM east of Port Douglas. On the island is a
weather station manned by 4 people. We
were shown around the very interesting station, which is their home for 6 months, they
receive only one supply visit during that
time. The island has a similar bird population to that of East Diamond Island, although a couple of Sacred Kingfishers have
made it their home. With forecast rising
Continued page 9

Red-footed Booby
Very few seabirds were noted, apart from the
odd Wedge-tailed Shearwater, until out past the
reef edge when Tahiti Petrels, a Bulwer’s Petrel,
an out of range Australasian Gannet and the first
of the White-tailed Tropicbirds were sighted. It
became quiet again until we approached East
Diamond Island which had a haze of Lesser
Frigatebirds over it, with a steady stream of Redfooted and Brown Boobies, Sooty Terns, Common and Black Noddy’s passing to and from the

Red-tailed Tropicbird
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The Year That Was
(The Story of Fonzo and Di)
Story by Neil Belling, Photographs by Narelle Swanson

The 2005/6 breeding season for the Wedgetailed Shearwaters on Mutton Bird Island
Coffs Harbour started with high expectations. The lead up to the arrival of the birds
could best be described as “normal” for
Coffs Harbour. Researchers, catchers,
weighers and recorders were rubbing their
hands together with anticipation of a promising season ahead. Rainfall, vegetation and
weather patterns were within the expected
parameters. The weights of the first birds to
arrive in August were above the average
expected weight, again reinforcing our
thoughts for a successful year ahead.
As it often happens “Nature” can appear
cruel and do the unexpected. Extremes of rain,
wind, cyclones, beautiful sunny days and balmy
moonlit nights hampered breeding attempts. There
were only a few birds that were successful in getting to the stage of having a chick to raise. Thus
begins the life story for Fonzo and Di. Why Fonzo
and Di? Fonzo is a play on the Fonzo from Happy
Days fame, with his wind swept down appearing
similar to his slick hair style and Di, well she just
looked regal!! Names were chosen without regard
for sex – sorry chicks!! Appearance does count for
some things.

Di on the 9th March

Di was the oldest and probably hatched about
the 19th January. On the 21st January she
weighed only 40g. Fonzo was unhatched crying for help in a squashed egg on 21st January.
The adult was ready to shoot through as some
human had trodden on the burrow. Due to our
intervention Fonzo successfully hatched a few
days later. Both chicks were lucky to get past
the first week as both burrows needed to be
repaired and stabilized. Weather permitting,
both birds were monitored, weighed and photographed throughout their growing up. After a
week Di weighed 130g and Fonzo
weighed 66g, and both were the cutest
balls of fluff you would ever want to see.
Normal growth rates were experienced for
the next few weeks but again in mid February heavy storms tested their resolve. Di
had reached 380g however Fonzo disappeared when it rained. He was found
again, but weighed only 260g.
Nature again struck in March, with Cyclone Larry and Co reaping havoc, the
adults were coming in with only small
feeds. There were no heavy chicks at the
end of March; Di weighed 445g and Fonzo
400g and both received bands. The vegeta-

Fonzo on the 16th March

Continued Page 8
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Continued from ‘Birding in the Coral Sea’ page 7

winds, they never seemed to stop, the
skipper headed for the shelter of the Barrier Reef. When nearing the reef, a few
more Bulwer’s Petrels were sighted, suggesting that this area is part of their normal range Towing some shark liver behind the boat, we soon had a dozen or so

Masked Booby
Although many did not get a new bird it
was a very interesting trip with, hopefully,
some extensions in ranges of Bulwer’s
Petrel and Fairy Tern. With only a few
stops, the divers had few chances to investigate the amazing sea-life around these remote islands.
Brown Booby
The Year That Was. Continued from Page 8

Tahiti Petrels in the wake and a lone Wilson’s
Storm-Petrel. It was not until we neared the Whitsunday’s that we first sighted a flock of Roseate
Terns feeding, and Bridle Terns became more common.

Black-Naped Tern

-tion growth that was so promising after the
heavy rain of December/ January was burnt
off by strong winds.
In April, adults seemed to be trying “catch
up feeds”. Many chicks were subsequently
underdeveloped and still very downy when
they were leaving, including the chicks we
monitored. The last adults called in to feed
on 1st May and this was the last day we saw
Di. She weighed 380g and her down loss
was incomplete. The last we saw of Fonzo
was the 7th May. He weighed 340g, and was
fit, but not fully dressed.
Where are they now? Hopefully Di and
Fonzo made it north to some topical paradise. We hope their journey has been successful and that we see them again in five
years or so, returning to Mutton Bird Island
Coffs Harbour. Good luck Di and Fonzo.
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New Members…
Tony Patrick
Hugh Clifford

SOUTHERN OCEAN
SEABIRD STUDY
ASSOCIATION INC.
SOSSA
c/o Janice Jenkin-Smith
Lindsay Smith
PO Box 142
Unanderra NSW 2526
Australia
Phone: 02 4271 6004
Email: sossa@tpg.com.au
Editors:
Brook Whylie
sossa.newsletter@internode.on.net
Janice Jenkin-Smith
Lindsay Smith
sossa@tpg.com.au

Newsletter Contributions
All are invited to contribute to
our newsletter ‘Albatross’. We
do prefer electronic copies of
any material. send it by email
to
sossa@tpg.com.au
Alternatively mail it to us on a
disk, which we will return.

We’re on the web!
www.sossa-international.org

BOAT TRIP DATES
2007
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY

NEXT SOSSA MEETING
7.00 pm Saturday
25th February 2007
held at SOSSA HQ.
10 Jenkins Street Unanderra. NSW.
We only supply the Coffee
or Tea!

24th
28th
26th
23rd
28th
25th

MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST

SOSSA AGM
SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER
2007
11.30 am AT SOSSA H.Q.

SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY
SATURDAY

22nd SEPTEMBER
27th OCTOBER
24th NOVEMBER
15th DECEMBER *******

******* December’s trip brought forward a week
due to Christmas

PLEASE NOTE:
The ozemail email
address is no longer in
use !!!!

SOSSA Pelagic trips…
Members:
$ 65.00
Visitors:
$ 80.00
These prices are on the web

Prices may change due to Charter costs !!

The Albatross SOSSA’s newsletter
The Albatross is published
four times a year (roughly
Jan, Apr, Jul & Oct). The
editor welcomes (is desperate for!) articles from members and friends on issues
relating to pelagic seabirding, seabird research and
marine conservation.
Please advise the editor if
you intend to submit an
article and submit the piece
at least two weeks before
the start of a publication
month. Thank you!
Please send us your
email address
To save SOSSA postage
costs and receive ‘The Albatross’ as a colourful pdf
or web file then please send
your email address and
current membership number to :
Mike.Double@anu.edu.au

Adelie Penguins conducting nest maintenance.
Photograph Graham Morgan
Please help…
SOSSA membership fees remain unchanged even
though costs have increased greatly across the
board. We would really appreciate any donations
from those whom may be able to afford it.
Thanks again for your support!!

SOSSA - Pelagic Trip data - 2006-2007
Phone: 02 4271 6004

Speno
79
929
937
984
75
971
774
83
915
917
853
69
975
72
70
71
68
913
86
846
847
973
88
859
91
861
864

Species
Giant Petrel, Macronectes Spp.
Southern Giant Petrel, Macronectes giganteus
Northern Giant Petrel, Macronectes halli
Cape Petrel, Daption capense
Great-winged Petrel, Pterodroma macroptera
Providence Petrel, Pterodroma solandri
White-necked Petrel, Pterodroma cervicalis
Fairy Prion, Pachyptila turtur
White-chinned Petrel, Procellaria aequinoctialis
Black Petrel, Procellaria parkinsoni
Streaked Shearwater, Calonectris leucomelas
Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus pacificus
Buller's Shearwater, Puffinus bulleri
Flesh-footed Shearwater, Puffinus carneipes
Sooty Shearwater, Puffinus griseus
Short-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus tenuirostris
Fluttering Shearwater, Puffinus gavia
Hutton's Shearwater, Puffinus huttoni
Fluttering/Hutton's Shearwater
Wandering Albatross, Diomedea exulans
Antipodean Albatross, Diomedea antipodensis
Gibson's Albatross, Diomedea gibsoni
Northern Royal Albatross, Diomedea sanfordi
Black-browed Albatross, Thalassarche melanophrys
Campbell Albatross, Thalassarche impavida
Shy Albatross, Thalassarche cauta
White-capped Albatross, Thalassarche steadi
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Thalassarche carteri

Fax: 02 4272 4626
PO Box 142 Unanderra NSW 2526
email: SOSSA@tpg.com.au
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Speno
Species
Wilson's Storm Petrel, Oceanites oceanicus
63
Grey-backed Storm Petrel, Nereis garrodia
64
65
104
100
98
99
97
96
101
106
980
979
945
128
933
126
981
125
115
953
121
120
122

White-faced Storm Petrel, Pelagodroma marina
Australasian Gannet, Morus serrator
Little Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax melanoleucos
Black-faced Cormorant, Phalacrocorax fuscesens
Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax varius
Little black Cormorant, Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
Great Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo
Australian Darter, Anhinga melanogaste r
Australian Pelican, Pelicanus conspicillatus
Brown Skua, Catharacta lonnbergi
South Polar Skua, Catharacta maccormicki
Pomarine Jaeger, Stercorarius pomarinus
Arctic Jaeger, Stercorarius parasiticus
Long-tailed Jaeger, Stercorarius longicauda
Pacific Gull, Larus pacificus
Kelp Gull, Larus dominicanus
Silver Gull, Larus novaehollandiae
Crested Tern, Sterna bergii
Common Tern, Sterna hirundo
Bridled Tern, Sterna anaethetus
Sooty Tern, Sterna fuscata
Common Noddy, Anous stolidus
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