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The Waved Albatross (Diomedra irrorata) inhabits the Galapagos Islands
which are about 1,000 kilometres to the
west of Ecuador in South America. It is
the only albatross ranging almost totally within the tropics. Almost the entire breeding population of around
18,000 pairs is confined to a single island in the Galapagos archipelago, Espanola Island, 150 kilometres south of
the equator. A small number also breed
on Isla de la Plata, off the coast of Ecuador.

Waved Albatrosses do not range as
widely as most other albatrosses.
They spend most of the year and most
of their lives in the vicinity of the Galapagos archipelago, although some
fly south eastwards towards the coast
of Peru. Their diet consists of squid,
fish and food regurgitated by other
seabirds, such as the Blue-footed
Booby. Scavenging probably forms a
large part of their feeding strategy.

Breeding occurs in two colonies on
Espanola Island. Eco-tourism activiThe Waved Albatross is a medium- ties within the Parque Nacional Galasized albatross. It has a wingspan of pagos are strictly controlled, but one
about 2.4 metres and weighs about four of these albatross breeding colonies
kilograms.
can be visited. A designated route
allows close views of the breeding birds and their chicks.
This colony is at the top of a sea
cliff, and the birds simply walk to
the edge of the cliff and glide off
on their long, narrow wings.
The breeding site is strewn with
boulders, and is partly unvegetated and partly covered with
bushy shrubs. Shrub cover has
Waved Albatross, Espanola Island. Note dry,
rocky conditions of the nesting area.
This is the last newsletter for 2006 so we would like to wish you a

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR TO
ALL SOSSA’S MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
From the Committee and Staff at SOSSA

Continued page 2.
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increased, since goats were eradicated, which is possibly detrimental to the albatrosses. No nest is made,
the eggs are laid directly on the ground. The birds
have a habit of moving the eggs around amongst the
rocks; a maximum distance of 40 metres has been
recorded. Other seabirds breeding nearby include the
Blue-footed Booby, Nazca Booby and Swallowtailed Gull.
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An Inaugural Exploration
of Discovery
Beyond the Continental Shelf !
You have probably heard about the pelagic
trip we have booked, heading 100 nautical
miles out to sea, n-east or s-east from
Ulladulla (it depends on the currents which
way we head first).
$550. p/p
MV Banks 100ft vessel
Departs Ulladulla Harbour
9.30pm Thursday

29th March 07.
Boarding from 6.00pm
2 full days of daylight viewing
Returning approx 8-9.00 pm Saturday31st
All meals + Morning + Afternoon tea
+ supper + adventure

***** maximum 15 passengers
Pair of Waved Albatrosses, Espanola Island. Note position of egg and
lack of nest

This albatross is considered to be vulnerable.
Threats to breeding colonies include nest predation
by introduced rats and cats. Longline fishing may
also pose a significant threat to birds foraging at sea,
both near the Galapagos archipelago, as well as further afield along the South American coast.

Payment to be made before
1st February 2007
(payment required to confirm the
booking)
Thanks
Janice
www.mvbanks.com

# Kevin Mills, an ecologist living at Jamberoo, NSW, visited the
Galapagos Island in June 2006.

From the Editor:
Firstly, I’d like to wish everyone a safe and happy
Christmas.
I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank Mike
for the tireless work he did in running the newsletter for so long. It’s a difficult task, but the work he
put in has made it far easier for the incumbent.
Thank you to everybody who has contributed articles and photos as well, without them this newsletter would be far less interesting.
Feedback and contributions are always welcome.
Please forward to:
sossa.newsletter@internode.on.net

M.V Banks in Ulladulla harbour.

info@mvbanks.com

Issue No. 38

Page 3

Networking Works
Southern Giant Petrel Rescue
Photos and Story by Lindsay Smith

The call came from SOSSA vet Mike Cannon, “I have
a fellow bringing in a Giant Petrel, can you meet me at
the Surgery?”

After brief introductions, L-R, Mike Cannon, Stan Woods &
Damien Farine, inspect the Southern Giant Petrel.

On my arrival at the surgery, I was confronted by Stan
Woods, from the Wildlife Information Rescue Emergency Service (WIRES), with a Southern Giant Petrel
in a box!

After a complete check up, it was concluded
that the bird was simply exhausted, in need
only a good feed and a few days to recover
condition and fitness before being released.

Juvenile Southern Giant Petrel

Thank you to WIN 4 Television News and The Illawarra Mercury for covering the above event.

Generous Donations
$ 2,000.00 from the NSW Fauna &
Marine Parks Assoc. Inc.
Our contacts were Lisa Christie (Secretary)
and Rick Webb.
Many thanks for this generous donation.
This money has already enabled us to buy
new nets for the Wedge-tailed Shearwater
and Petrel season. It will also go a long
way towards new equipment for the ongoing “Five Islands” Nature Reserve Studies.
$500 from the Humane Society
International.

Mike Cannon wrestling with an uncooperative patient

Perhaps these will encourage others to dig
a little deeper to support our community
based research.
Lindsay Smith OAM
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A Bonanza of Bullers
Story and Photos by Inger Van Dyke.

On the 25th June 2006, a group of keen birders
hopped aboard the MV Coastal Explorer under the
guidance of Damian Connor, the boundlessly enthusiastic proprietor of Tasman Sea Charters. The
blustery, freezing Southern Ocean wind that had all
of us chilled to the bone the day before had abated
on this Sunday and we cruised out of Pirates Bay at
sunrise.
As this was my birthday trip, I requested, to the dismay of some, a tour of the sea cliffs. Although I
had seen them before on a number of occasions, I
never fail to wonder at the height and variation of
these cliffs, which are amongst the highest in the
Southern Hemisphere, and are punctuated with
dolerite columns, sea caves, grottoes, kelp forests,
and waterfalls.

A Bullers Albatross in flight

the best possible vessel to place us strategically in this mob of activity. Damian dropped
the camera in so we could get a full view of
the seals gorging themselves on thousands of
tiny fish. I sat at the front of the boat shooting
photos while my feet dangled over the edge.
The seals were so caught up in the feeding
frenzy that adult males were feeding less than
a metre below my feet. Albatross arrived in
numbers and in their excitement, they were
landing on the backs of surfacing seals, keen
to get their slice of the action.
The amount of Bullers Albatross that had arrived was surreal. It was like being in a flock
of oversized parrots. You could almost reach
a hand out to brush their wingtips. Surely so
many in one location in Australian waters was
a record?
Redbait are an important part of Eastern Tasmania’s unique and diverse coastal ecology. A
tiny, pelagic fish about the size of a sardine,
Redbait are distributed over the continental
shelf of Africa, Australia and South America.
Redbait are also found in association with seamounts, islands and mid-oceanic ridges in the
south-west Atlantic, Indian and South Pacific
Oceans. They are commercially fished for human consumption, bait and for fish meal, however, little is known of their biology and conservation.

We were exploring the Hippolyte Rocks, just off
Continued page 6
the coast, when someone yelled “Hey, what’s that
over there?” and we all turned to see a mass of
birds accumulating about a kilometre away.
Damian swung the boat around and we went over
for a closer look. What we came across was aweinspiring. A massed ball of redbait (Emmelichthys
Nitidus) had formed just offshore. Feeding off the
baitball were approximately eight large seals,
some 200 Bullers, 100 or so Shy Albatross and
about 20 Australasian Gannets that capitalized on
any escapees from the melee by torpedo fishing,
sometimes within metres of the boat. Fitted with
a “Splashcam” ™, and with the added benefit of a
shallow draft, the Coastal Explorer was
The ‘mob’. Notice the seals in the foreground.
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Predator Protection for Petrels
Story – Inger Vandyke
Information and Pictures kindly supplied by the Chatham Island Taiko Trust
Website::www.taiko.org.nz

The Chatham Island Taiko (Pterodroma Magentae) or
Magenta Petrel is one of the world’s rarest seabirds,
thought to number only between 120 and 140 individuals. Believed to be extinct since 1867, the Magenta Petrel was rediscovered on New Year’s Day in
1978. Since then, dedicated volunteers have worked
closely with the remaining population on the Chatham Islands, which are located about 800 kilometres
east of New Zealand, to save them from disappearing
forever.

With banks for new burrows, forest cover and
trees to assist the Taiko to leave the ground, it
provides ideal habitat for breeding Taiko
During the next breeding season in April/May
2007, the Trust, through refined seabird transfer techniques, plans to relocate some Taiko
and their chicks to the new site in the hope that
the numbers of fledgling Taiko will increase.
The Trust’s conservation efforts in the Tuku
Valley, also on Chatham Island, saw
that location successfully fledge 11
chicks last season.
Future plans include the installation of
video cameras to monitor burrow entrances, and nesting chambers, which
will also assist in the identification of
birds with bands and transponders fitted
to them. Eventually, a webcam project
is planned so that visitors can see Taiko
in their colony on the Chathams
(Waitangi) or via the Chatham Island
Taiko Trust website with minimal disturbance to nesting birds.

Predator Proof Fence surrounding an area within Sweetwater covenant . Photo Liz Tuanui

With their efforts, the future of Taiko
seems to be slowly but steadily becoming
brighter.

In the latest development, the Chatham Island Taiko
Trust has constructed a version of New Zealand’s
predator proof fence around an old breeding site of
Magenta Petrels on the island. This new fence, a
variation of the already successful fence that surrounds Karori Sanctuary in Wellington, has been
reinforced to withstand the gale force winds that
buffet the island year round.
This enclosed area, which was completed in March
2006, surrounds part of Sweetwater Covenant on
Chatham Island and is within an already established
stock free area that has been fenced in a more traditional method. Sweetwater is an historic breeding
ground for the Taiko and has many burrows that have
been used in the past.

Tuku Nature Reserve. Photo Liz Tuanui
Thank you to Liz Tuanui and Rex Williams for permission to use the information presented in
this article.
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Expert on all things Lord Howe, Ian Hutton, receives OAM
Story and Photos by Inger Van Dyke

“Sometimes, when I am at sea and about to land
on Ball’s Pyramid, or I walk these beaches, I
have to pinch myself to make sure I am not
dreaming. I never take my daily workplace for
granted”. Ian Hutton said this to me on a late afternoon trip to North Bay on Lord Howe Island

Above: Lord Howe Island.

This year, Ian was awarded an Order of Australia
Medal for service to conservation and the environment on Lord Howe Island, particularly through
the establishment and development of bush regeneration and weed eradication programs.
On our visit, Ian met with us a couple of
times to arrange pelagic excursions in conjunction with Jack Schick, off Ball’s Pyramid, to show us around the Black-Winged
Petrel breeding colony and to meet some
very friendly Grey Ternlets. He showed us
first-hand the damage done by resident
Masked Owls to the nesting White Terns
and regaled us with horrific details of the
impact of plastic ingestion on the Fleshfooted Shearwaters that call the island
home.

Few people who meet Ian would fail to be
impressed by the breadth of knowledge this
quietly spoken resident willingly conveys to visiRight: Grey Ternlets tors about the unique place he calls home.

in February.
Pioneer Lord Howe naturalist, Ian Hutton, has
been studying the island’s unique biodiversity
and conducting tours on Lord Howe since 1983.
He is the key point of contact for specialist
groups visiting from Australian Geographic,
Aurora Expeditions, the Australian Museum Society, Australian Academic Tours, Friends of
Sydney Royal Botanical Gardens, and the

From page 4

A Bonanza of Bullers

Their main diet is krill, however, they form a
large portion of the prey of seals, tuna and seabirds in Tasmania. Studies are being undertaken
to determine the impact of the purse seine fishery
on redbait in Tasmania. If they prove that this
species is on the decline, then the visual spectacle
we experienced may unfortunately become rarer
in the future.
Ian Hutton photographing Grey Ternlets.

Information on redbait derived from an online report by
Dirk C. Welsford and Jeremy M. Lyle
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Giving a Green Turtle a helping hand.

Interesting Banding Recoveries

By Lindsay Smith

Bruce Cantle, a SOSSA member, found an imma- Gibsons Albatross (Diomedea gibsoni)
ture turtle in very poor condition on Barlings
Beach, on the south coast of NSW. Unsure about The New South Wales Albatross Study Group
what to do, Bruce rang SOSSA to ask for advice. has recently received information relating to
the recovery of a number of Gibson’ albatrosses which were banded by the NSWASG
off Wollongong. They have been recovered on
Adams Island in the Auckland Islands group in
New Zealand’s Sub-Antarctic.

A very ill Green Turtle. Photo Lindsay .Smith

Fortunately, Mike Cannon, a local vet, and I had
had experience with a smaller turtle in recent
weeks and were able to pass on what to try, in an
effort to stabilise its condition.
The animal was then transported 300kilometres
from Tomakin, to Taronga Zoo.

A Gibson’s Albatross in flight off Wollongong.
Photo B. Whylie

Antipodean Albatross (Diomedea
antipodensis)
In addition to the Gibson recoveries, two birds
banded off Wollongong by the NSWASG
were recently recovered on the Antipodes Islands.
Green Turtles occur in tropical and sub-tropical areas of the
Indo-Pacific region. Photo L E Smith.

Once again, Libby Hall and the team at the Zoo
worked their magic, and after several weeks, theywere able to rehabilitate and release her back into
the wild.
My sincere congratulations to all who assisted in
this very satisfying rescue.
Thank you to WIN 4 Television News and The Illawarra
Mercury for covering the above event.

Antipodean Albatross in flight. Photo by Graham Morgan.
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A Whale’s Tale
Story and photographs by Inger Vandyke

Amidst the mutterings of “bloody coal ships” and
sighs of dismay that were whispered between the
hundreds of onlookers, a dead sperm whale
washed up on Merewether Beach at Newcastle in
August 2006.

made deep, parallel cuts along the rear of its
spine, severing the spinal vertebrae, adding a final insult to its already horrific injuries. For an
animal with a sub-cutaneous skin depth of 35

As the carcass of this oceanic giant washed
ashore, many of the gathered spectators may
not have noticed the large number of juvenile
Giant Petrels that were gorging themselves on
the kill. With such a rare opportunity to feast,
the Giant Petrels stayed with the animal until
it was so close to land, they only panicked
when the whale hit a swell. They subsequently flew out to sea.
The
Sperm
Whale, an
immature
animal of unknown sex
(its genitalia
had already
been lost
through shark
attack) measured around
eight metres
and probably
weighed in
the vicinity
of three - five
tonnes. Facing a roundthe -clock challenge, the staff of the National
Parks and Wildlife Service struggled to keep people away from the animal. As its body rolled
around in the surf, the NPWS feared the risk of
injury if someone got in the way and accidentally
ended up underneath the whale .
The extent and pattern of injuries to this animal
made it a fascinating photographic subject. It appeared to have been struck by a large ship firstly
on its lower jaw which had been cleanly cut in
half. The animal may then have been washed towards the rear of the ship, where the propeller

centimetres or more, the impact of this ship had
caused considerable damage.
Scavengers had then proceeded to capitalise on
the carcass. Large sharks had attacked the
whale’s internal organs and smaller sharks had
taken morsels out of the whale’s back close to its
tail.
Whether or not the animal died of natural causes
and these injuries were caused post-mortem is
something that we may never find out. The remaining part of its lower jaw was removed and
sent to Macquarie University in Sydney for further examination. The whale was then buried on
Merewether on the 8th of August.
It was a sad reminder that large ships, running on
tight schedules, are a danger to large marine
mammals.
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FIVE ISLANDS REPORT
Lindsay E Smith

SOSSA’s studies into the breeding season on the
islands for the 2006/2007 season began with a visit
to Big Islands 1 & 2 on 30th September through to
2nd of October.
Island Team.
Lindsay Smith (leader), Darryl Mackay (bander),
Inger Vandyke (photographer and field assistant).
Terril Nordstrom (records officer and field assistant ) and Jim O’Shea (scribe and field assistant).
While the main purpose of this visit was to capture
and band Wedge-tailed and Short-tailed Shearwaters, brief surveys were also conducted of
breeding numbers of other birds.
There were found to be 205 Sacred Ibis nests
(T.Nordstrom) and upwards of 300 pairs of AustraJim O’Shea inspects Little Penguin on Big Island
lian Pelicans (some with eggs and small chicks),
which appear to have had a quite successful breed- Picture Inger Van Dyke.
ing season. Silver Gulls were thought to be in lower
numbers than previous years (L Smith. Personal
Little Penguins appear to have had a successful
observation).
season, with good numbers of fledglings observed on the western side of Big Island No1.
The Crested terns have a small colony, less than
200 pairs on the north-eastern saddle of Big Island
No2, and a large group of Common Terns were ob- The Sooty Oystercatchers did not appear to
breeding as yet.
served roosting along side the breeding Crested
However, the breeding season has begun for the
shearwaters. The Short-tailed Shearwaters have
faired well on migration and have begun to
come ashore in low numbers.
For the Wedge-tailed shearwaters, the season
started with good numbers of pairs returning to
the islands to breed. Peak arrival of the Wedgetailed shearwaters on the islands is in the first
two weeks of October, with the new moon
providing the best opportunity to capture and
band good numbers of birds.
A Little Penguin chick on Big Island
Picture Inger Van Dyke

On return from Big Island to the harbour, conditions were very good and with the extra time, it
was possible to survey Bass Island and Flinders
Island from the boat.
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New Members…

SOUTHERN OCEAN
SEABIRD STUDY
ASSOCIATION INC.
SOSSA
c/o Janice Jenkin-Smith
Lindsay Smith
PO Box 142
Unanderra NSW 2526
Australia
Phone: 02 4271 6004
Email: sossa@tpg.com.au

SOSSA Pelagic
trips…
Members:
$ 65.00
Visitors:
$ 80.00
These prices are on the web
Editors:
Brook Whylie
sossa.newsletter@internode.on.net
Janice Jenkin-Smith
Lindsay Smith
sossa@tpg.com.au

We’re on the web!
www.sossa-international.org

Joe Cockram,
Roger McNeill,
Megan McNeill,
Bill Moorhead,
Jack Moorhead,
Hal Epstine,
Stuart Pickering,
Alan McBride,
Chris Reid,
Matt Hughes,
Madison Hughes,
Susan Hart,
Lucy Aplin,
Nigel Marven
Sterling Blanchard,
Suzanne Bullock,
Graham Morgan,
Dee Stanjanovic,
Erika Wagner.

NEXT SOSSA MEETING
7.00 pm Saturday
25th February 2006
held at SOSSA HQ.
10 Jenkins Street Unanderra. NSW.
We only supply the Coffee
or Tea!

NEW COMMITTEE POSITIONS
The nominations & voting
at the AGM of new positions:

President
Janice Jenkin-OAM
Vice President
Peter Milburn
Secretary
Chris Brandis
Assistant Secretary John Boness
Treasurer
Lindsay Smith. OAM
Assistant Treasurer Jim O’Shea
Publicity Officer
Inger Vandyke
Assist. Publicity Officer Mike Double
AGM Guest Speaker:
ELIZABETH (LIBBY) HALL
Manager - Veterinary Quarantine and Wildlife Clinic TARONGA ZOO
I would also like to express my disappointment with the non-attendance at the AGM
this year.
Those who were unable to attend due to inclement weather or otherwise, missed out on a
very interesting and informative presentation
by Libby Hall. We can only express our sincere thanks to Libby and commend her on
her hard work in the rescue efforts with injured and oil effected animals. "Well Done
Libby " you are indeed an inspiration !!!

The Albatross SOSSA’s newsletter
The Albatross is published
four times a year (roughly
Jan, Apr, Jul & Oct). The
editor welcomes (is desperate for!) articles from members and friends on issues
relating to pelagic seabirding, seabird research and
marine conservation.
Please advise the editor if
you intend to submit an
article and submit the piece
at least two weeks before
the start of a publication
month. Thank you!
Please send us your
email address
To save SOSSA postage
costs and receive ‘The Albatross’ as a colourful pdf
or web file then please send
your email address and
current membership number to :
Mike.Double@anu.edu.au

Fluttering Shearwater. Photo B. Whylie
Please help…
SOSSA membership fees remain unchanged even
though costs have increased greatly across the
board. We would really appreciate any donations
from those whom may be able to afford it.
Thanks again for your support!!

SOSSA - Pelagic Trip data - 2006
Phone: 02 4271 60Fax: 02 4272 4626
PO Box 142 Unanderra NSW 2526
email: SOSSA@tpg.com.au
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