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This form is intended to aid observers in the preparation of a submission for a major rarity in Australia. (It is not a 
mandatory requirement)  Please complete all sections ensuring that you attach all relevant information including any 
digital images (email to tonyp@bigpond.net.au or a.silcocks@birdsaustralia.com.au).  Submissions to BARC should be 
submitted electronically wherever possible. 
 
Full Name: 
Publication by Lindsay E. Smith (SMITH 2013) 
Photographs by Vanessa Di Giglio (Taronga Wildlife 
Hospital) and Janice Jenkin-Smith (SOSSA) [page 5 in 
SMITH 2013] 

Office Use 

 
Address of compiler: Phone No: 
Nikolas K. Haass 
58 Northcote Street 

Home: 7 3391 6364; mobile: 0424603579 

East Brisbane Fax/Email: 
QLD 4169, Australia nhaass@yahoo.com 
 
Species Name: 
Westland Petrel 

Scientific Name: 
Procellaria westlandica 

Date(s) and time(s) of observation: Rescued 25th December 2012 at Port Kembla, NSW 
How long did you watch the bird(s)? 4 weeks 
First and last date of occurrence: 25th December 2012 (rescue) – 22nd January 2013 (release) 
Distance to bird: Handled and banded (Band-No.: 111-20073; left leg) 
 
This beach cast individual was rescued at Port Kembla by Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) 25th December 2012 and 
taken to SOSSA HQ for identification and intensive care before being transferred to Taronga Wildlife Hospital in 
Sydney for rehabilitation on 28th December 2012. I’d like to take the opportunity here to thank Libby Hall and her team 
at Taronga Wildlife Hospital for the successful rehabilitation and release of this bird 22nd January 2013, 11am, 5 km off 
the headlands of Sydney Harbour with assistance by the Sydney Water Police: 
http://taronga.org.au/blog/2013-01-24/taronga-wildlife-hospital-giving-breeding-westland-petrel-female-second-
chance-at-life 
Inspecting the attached photographs it became clear that this bird is a different individual from the Westland Petrel off 
Wollongong 15/12/2012 (Haass/Stephenson, BARC#767) and therefore I decided to submit it as a separate report. The 
attached publication in the SOSSA newsletter (SMITH 2013) and the excellent photographs by Vanessa Di Giglio 
(Taronga Wildlife Hospital) as well as the morphometric data by Libby Hall & Vanessa Di Giglio (Taronga Wildlife 
Hospital) confirm the identification. Based on the measurements and the head shape I believe it is a female. 
I apologise for some photographs (especially of the wings) being redundant but they might be useful for proper ageing.  
 
Further literature and websites supporting the identification: 
ENTICOTT, J. & D. TIPLING (1997): Seabirds of the World. London. • HARRISON, P. (1983): Seabirds, an identification 
guide. Beckenham • HARRISON, P. (1987): Seabirds of the World. A Photographic Guide. London. • HEATHER, B. & H. 
ROBERTSON (2005, 2nd ed.): The Field Guide to the Birds of New Zealand. • HOWELL, S.N.G. (2006): Identification of 
“Black Petrels”, Genus Procellaria. Birding 38: 52-64. • HOWELL, S.N.G. (2012): Petrels, Albatrosses, and Storm-
Petrels of North America: A Photographic Guide. Princeton. • DEL HOYO, J., A. ELLIOTT & J. SARGATAL (1992): 
Handbook of the Birds of the World. Vol. 1. - Barcelona. • MARCHANT, S. & P.J. HIGGINS (eds) (1990). Handbook of 
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 1: Ratites to Ducks. Melbourne. • ONLEY, D. & P. SCOFIELD 
(2007): Albatrosses, Petrels & Shearwaters of the World. Princeton. • PIZZEY, G. & F. KNIGHT (2007, 8th ed.): The Field 
Guide to the Birds of Australia. Sydney. • SHIRIHAI, H. (2007, 2nd ed.): A Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife. 
London. • SIMPSON, K. & N. DAY (2004, 7th ed.): Birds of Australia. Princeton. • SMITH, L.E. (2013): Westland Petrels. 
The Albatross (SOSSA newsletter) 50: 3-5. 
Websites: 
http://www.adarman.com/Birds/Petrels-Shearwaters/Westland-Petrel 
http://www.adarman.com/Birds/Petrels-Shearwaters/Black-Petrel 
http://www.adarman.com/Birds/Petrels-Shearwaters/White-chinned-Petrel  
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Westland Petrel 12B369 030 Left wing from above 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 029 Left wing secondaries 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 031 Left wing primaries 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 006 Right wing underside 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 007 Left wing underside 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 008 Left wing primaries underside 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 009 Left wing underside secondaries 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 012 Head detail 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 020 Head side profile 
 
 
 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 022 Beak from above 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 018 Beak measurement 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 021 Beak tip measurements 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 023 Beak measurements 
 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 025 Mid-toe Measurements 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 026 Tarsus measurements 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 027 Wing length measurements 
 

 
Westland Petrel 12B369 032 Tail feathers 
 
 



 
Westland Petrel 12B369 011 Total bird underside 
 





Page 3   Issue No. 50 

WESTLAND PETREL’s 
in the western Tasman Sea 

By Lindsay Smith 

Westland Petrel Photo: Frank Valckenborgh 

The Westland petrel is considered rare in 
NSW and south-east Queensland waters.  
Most records are of birds in late spring and 
summer, October thru to March. 
 

The Westland Petrel was first described Pro-
c e l l a r i a  p a r k i n s o n i 
westlandica Falla, 1946, 
Rec.Canterbury Mus 51: 11 
– Barrytown, Westland, 
South Island, New Zea-
land. 
 
The first Australian record 
was from Corrimal Beach, 
NSW, on January 2

nd
 1956 

J.D. Gibson and A.R. Sef-
ton.  Notes on Some Sea-
birds Frequenting New 
South Wales Coastal Wa-
ters.  A.R. Sefton (Emu 59: 
177-178). This was the first 
record of a beach cast 
Westland Petrel from any-
where in the world (outside 
New Zealand).  (Falla in Emu 59: 177-178). 
Westland Petrel: A Second Australian Occur-
rence A.R. McGill Emu 59: 259-64 
 
Since these early occurrences, there have 
been several more specimens collected, 
beach washed along the coast of NSW and 
south-east Queensland. Some of these have 
been lodged in museums, including three 
specimens lodged in the Museum of Queens-
land. The species has also been reported 
from the Southport pelagic trips. (Paul Wal-
bridge pers com.)  
 
Interest in pelagic seabirds and other marine 
fauna has increased greatly since the late 
1960’s. The numbers of observers has in-
creased, as have the number and frequency 
of pelagic boat trips along the eastern sea-
board of Australia.  

This has enabled the collection of much new 
data on the numbers. distribution and move-
ments of birds in the Tasman and Coral 
Seas.  
(SOSSA web site)  
ww.sossa-international.org 

Improved and specialised “Field Guides”, 
along with the development of the digital 
camera, has greatly assisted in the identifi-
cation of seabirds.  This allows a greater un-
derstanding of the plumage development 
and replacement which in turn assisting in 
ageing individual birds. 
 

Banding studies have been conducted from 
the Sandra K since 1984 to present day. 
During this time the Westland Petrel has 
been recorded on numerous occasions.  
Most being reported in December (max of 
five together). (LES pers obs.) 
 

Two Westland Petrels have been banded by 
the SOSSA banding team. The species ap-
pears to be rarely recorded from our region, 
though sightings have become more com-
mon in recent years. 
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The recent sighting and 
photographing of an in-
dividual off the Wollon-
gong pelagic trip on 
15th December 2012 
was followed by another 
individual, beachcast at 
Port Kembla beach on 
Christmas Day.  This 
individual was rescued 
by Australian Seabird 
Rescue (ASR) and tak-
en to SOSSA HQ for 
identification and inten-
sive care before being 
transferred to Taronga 
Wildlife Clinic in Sydney 
for rehabilitation. 
 
ASR at Ballina, on the North Coast of NSW, re-
ported two Westland Petrels collected from local 
beaches into care in December 2012. Unfortu-
nately both of these birds died in care. These 
two birds are being sent to the Australian Muse-
um in Sydney to be housed in the Seabird col-
lection held there (Rochell Ferris pers con). 
 
This recent increase in sightings and strandings 
is unusual.  It may be a result of more experi-
enced observers, more pelagic trips or more  

people reporting what they are seeing 
while walking beaches. An unusual sea-
son or perhaps it is an indication of a pop-
ulation increase, as suggested by Bartle 
Notornis 21. 
 

Size: Medium  
 

Measurements: TL 50-55cm; Wing 
36.2-40; Wing span 135-140cm; WT 
800-1200 grams. Males larger than fe-
males.   
 
“Westland Black Petrels are quite varia-
ble in size. Few measurements are 
available, but the largest individuals 
handled were estimated to be 50% 
heavier than the smallest. These varia-
tions were also reflected in bill size. All 
birds examined appeared to be adult 
and comparable variation in size can be 
found among adults on the breeding 
colony.” (Bartle Notornis 21) 

Westland Petrel, on the water with a Flesh-footed 
Shearwater, Wollongong December 2012. 
Photo: Raja Stephenson 

Westland Petrel in flight, Wollongong December 
2012. 
Photo: Raja Stephenson 
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Photo: Taronga Wildlife Clinic December 2007  

Photo: J. Jenkin-Smith December 2012 

Description: 
A large all black petrel with a pale bill. 
 

Field Characteristics:  
A solidly built all dark petrel, with a large 
head and thick neck. Large pale bill, with a 
dark unguis (tip).  Legs and feet, black.  
 

Associated species:   
The Westland Petrel has been observed 
feeding with shearwaters, including Wedge-
tailed, Short-tailed, Sooty and Flesh-footed, 
as well as Grey-faced and Black Petrels. 
 

These species all occur regularly in summer 
in our study area. Westland Petrels have 
been sighted in mixed flocks of birds attract-
ed to chum.  All of the above species may 
be confused by the novice or casual observ-
er. 

Breeding:  
Age at first breeding attempt 5-8 years 
(Bartle).  
 

Birds return to their only known breeding ar-
ea at Barrytown on the west coast of the 
South Island of New Zealand from February 
to March. Burrows cleaned out in April and 
eggs are laid in May. Chicks fledging No-
vember to December (Bartle). 
 

From beach cast birds and birds observed 
and / or photographed at sea in December,  
it has been noted that parts of the plumage, 

particularly the upper wing coverts, belly and 
tail were extremely worn (See photos). Head 
and neck appear to be in fresh condition, dark 
and sooty black. Note the dark leading edge to 
wing (lesser coverts) contrasting with the worn 
grey coverts and belly. The bill was ivory and 
glossy though some flaking of the latericorn 
(bill plates) was noted.  

Note: under parts, breast and belly feath-
ers are heavily abraded. Possibly due, to 
entering and leaving the nest burrow? 
The abraded state of the plumage sug-
gest that the bird was a successful 
breeding adult in this recent past season. 
Birds in such warn condition in summer 
should be readily separated from the 
Black Petrel Procellaria parkinsoni.  

Photo: J. Jenkin-Smith December 2012 
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Westland Petrel Release

Taronga Wildlife Hospital  Giving a breeding Westland
Petrel female a second chance at life
Thursday 24th January 2013

This week Taronga Wildlife Hospital was given
the rare opportunity to release a Westland Petrel,
Red listed by Birdlife international as a
vulnerable species, back into the wild!

The breading female, who had been cared for by
our veterinary team, was released five kilometres
off the headlands of Sydney Harbour on a
picture perfect summer’s day.  Eager to make the
most of her second chance at life,  the petrel held
her head up, sat atop of the water and within
seconds was in flight, without a glance back at
the nurses who had tended to her over the past
few weeks .

This jetblack bird, was only the second Westland Petrel to be treated at Taronga Wildlife Hospital,
the last finding its way to us in 2007. 

The adult bird was reported on Christmas Eve to the Australian Seabird Rescue Association after
being spotted off Port Kembla, clocking in at almost half her ideal body weight of 8001.2
kilograms. 

A common problem Westland Petrels face is finding enough food to eat on a daily basis.  When
their food supply is compromised, they become too weak to continue to hunt for fish and carry out
their natural ability of preening their feathers to make them waterproof.  Like many of us over the
holiday season, the petrel was  fattened up on three daily meals of seafood, facilitating weight gain
and the energy to properly take care of itself. After some rest and food, Taronga Wildlife Hospital
gave the rare bird a clean bill of health to be sent on its way.

Westland Petrels are a native deep sea species to New Zealand that only breeds on an 8
kilometres beach on the South Island of New Zealand.  They are threatened by induced predators,
particularly the feral cat and fisheries.

Being an adult breeding female, we were ecstatic to be able to get her back out into the wild.

Taronga Zoo has an excellent record of rehabilitating sea birds for release back into the wild,
helping to maintain healthy populations.  Releasing the breeding female will hopefully contribute to
boosting the population numbers of these beautiful birds to ensure their long term survival.
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